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Schaeffer House is open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Sunday by appointment. The Museum is registered as a COVID-19 safe environment.   

 President: Steve Tranter 

Vice Presidents: Nita Child & Patricia James  

Secretary: Robyn Schaeffer  

Treasurer: Anne Ellem 

Committee members:  Cheryl Barnes, Andrew 
Douglas, Suzanne Gibson and Rosemary Marshall 

              OFFICE BEARERS 

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty 

Research Officer: Hazel Lawson 

Recorder/Librarian: Deb Montgomery 

Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson 

Newsletter: Steve Tranter 

Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey 

JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE 

Membership fees are due in January each year. Fees remain at $25 for Individuals, couples or 
families. Be sure to pay fees prior to the AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New 
members who join between 1 September and 31 December are deemed to be members up to 31 
December of the following year. Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical 
Society of $2 or more are tax deductible.               

Autumn: When Mother Nature goes through a change of leaf. 

Displays in the House 

Once again the volunteers have been 
hard at work setting up new displays 
within the house. The first being a display 
of Australiana to celebrate Australia Day. 
This was soon followed by  a large 
display of military memorabilia  for Anzac 
Day. Currently the volunteers are now 
putting together a display of our collection 
of Indigenous artefacts for NAIDOC 
Week.  

Photographing the Collection  

A long term program continues with 
volunteer Scott working his way through 
the house photographing items so that 
they can be entered into the Society’s 
database for future reference.   

Gardens 

As we are making our way into winter, it is 
hoped that the time spent on the 
maintenance of the garden will reduce. 

The garden looks as wonderful as ever 
thanks to our gardening team.  

Book Sales 

Sales of books continue to impress with 
many demands for the Society’s 
publications. Most popular  so far in 2022 
are the “Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road”: 
The Recollections by Sheila McLennan 
and “Memories of Southgate Village” by 
Nita Child. The recent floods (3) in the 
Valley have also led to an uptake in 
demand for our  book “ Grafton Floods to 
2011”. We have now placed an updated 
sheet to this book, including flood details 
up to the current date. A revised printing 
of the book is on the list of to dos for 
2022!   

Restoration work 

Restoration of paintings (replacing 
backing boards and cleaning of frames 
continues as well as running repairs to 
clothing items . 

Principal Patrons: The Duke and Duchess of Grafton 

Patrons: Kevin Hogan MP, Christopher Gulaptis MP, Mayor Ian Tiley, Bill & Dot Dougherty. 
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES           
                        (Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson) 

Desk: A waste basket with drawers. 

PERSONAL VISITS. 

WENDY.   Looking for grave of Marie 

Therese Munro, buried at R.C. section 

South Grafton Cemetery. 

SHIRLEY.    Information on John L Vesper, 

wife Francesca, Fanny or Francis. 

SUSANNE.  Information on Robert 

Peacock, Born 6.2.1961. 

SHIRLEE.     McPherson Bros, Duncan, 

Angus, John, William and Alexander.  

Parents Alexander Mc Pherson and wife.  

(1) Ann Mc Donald, wife (2)  Margery 

McPherson. 

ELLEN.  Researching Charles Rhodes 

from Cangai.  White man from England 

married Julie Rhodes aboriginal woman.  

Where he died and was buried. 

COLIN.   Information on Colin Herbert 

Fraser (Bert). Married Genevieve Curry, 

daughter of Michael and Sarah Curry.  

Married Anglican Church Drake. 

COLLEEN.   Robert Andrews and wife 

Mary Keane, children Jane Born 1857 

Grafton, unnamed female Born Grafton 

1858. 

BROOKE.  Ramornie Works, Ramornie 

Station and map, Aboriginals in Ramornie. 

BRAD.   History of 162 Red Lane, 

Mountain View. 

JENNY.   Frederick Carl Felsch and Lola 

Sue Felsch (Nee Phillips). 

 EMAILS 

LEANNE.   Looking for location of 

Exchange Hotel prior to 1900. 

DEB.    Francis William Hughes, Died  

 

30/6/1883, wife Charlette Tindale Married 

26/9/1860.  Info on siblings, parentage, 

anecdotal stories on family. 

TONY.   William Noud.  From about 1840 

lived on Gordonbrook Station and Arthur’s 

ville.  Horse trainer. First Blacksmith in the 

area. 

KIM.   Photo of Ross Hill Station 

Homestead, Broadmeadows 

GARRY.     Photo copies of all cricket 

reports, Saturday and Monday of each 

week in Daily Examiner. October 1972 to 

March 1973. October 1973 to March 1974.  

Including any photos. 

MELISSA.    Photograph of grandfather, 

Arthur Edward James Page.  Born 

1/2/1921/22. Died  2/7/1996.   Military 

service.  24/7/1942- 16/1/1946. 

VICKI.   Great Grandfather Albert Charles 

Young. Born Tabulam about 1878, to 

Charles and Mary (Jones) Young.  Origins 

of Jones and Young families. 

LINDA    David J. Leighton.  Born 

26/1/1854, Died Woodburn 25/9/1938.  

Wife Jessie Leighton born 31/7/1852, died 

Woollahra 1913. Jessie was a midwife. 6 

children. 

JILL   James Ryall, arrived Australia 1963.  

Wife Hannah Hooker (Eggins) married 

Grafton 18/6/1881. Purchased Brady’s 

Bakery in South Grafton.  Where was this? 

SAM   Looking for grave of Hari Singh, 
buried at Grafton cemetery 8

th
 March 1953. 

 

********************** 
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Arsonist: A person with an unquenched burning desire. 

 

DULCIE DUFFY 

Dulcie May Duffy was born on April 15, 
1912 and  left us a legacy of beautiful 
paintings and for those who knew her 
memories of a vital, energetic and living 
personality. 

She not only learned to paint but learned 
to be a singer and fine pianist. She was 
a fine entertainer at weddings and gath-
erings. Dulcie joined local choirs and 
sang at Eisteddfods and Musical Theatre 
as well as with the Cathedral Church 
Choir.  

Dulcie worked not only in water colour 
but oils as well and painted many differ-
ent subjects from landscapes to build-
ings, birds and floral works. She excelled 
at painting on different surfaces such as 
canvasses and on glassware. 

 Dulcie was a well known member of the 
Grafton Art Club and was recognised by 
a life membership. 

At Schaeffer House we are fortunate to 
have examples of Dulcie’s artwork and 
decorated glassware, china and jewel-
lery which she painted for sale in local 
shops.  

We can also thank Dulcie and her 
friends for recognising the need for the 
preservation of the O'Grady sisters 
paintings. 

A lovely book of Gladys O’Grady’s bird 
paintings was produced in 1979. The 
original paintings are now in Sydney’s 
Mitchell Library. 

Dulcie’s life is an inspiration and we 
thank her for her legacy and influence in 
the Clarence Valley. 

Dulcie passed away on the 6th Septem-
ber 1993. 

Photograph courtesy of the Daily Examiner 

1993 

Glass with Jacaranda painting by Dulcie 

Duffy 
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The superior man is modest in his speech, but exceeds in his actions—Confucius 

Early ferry services 

 
 

Ferry Service Grafton to South 
Grafton 

 

Sam Forbes was born in Ballina in 
1892, son of John and Catherine 
Forbes. He married Alma Edna 
Geddes of Coramba and Nana Glen. 
They had four children, John, Bruce, 
Barry and Carol Ann. 

 

Sam Forbes began the passenger 
ferry service between Grafton and 
South Grafton. He commenced the 
service in February, 1924, with the 
“Colleen” which was built at Lawrence 
by Mr. W. S. Boyle. The ferry “Grafton” 
was added to the service about 1926. It 
was built by Mr. Gordon Beattie of Woy 
Woy and was the first diesel powered 
vessel on the river and took 48 hours to 
come from Sydney to the Clarence 
Heads.  

She was skippered by Mr. 
Landenberger, who was an engineer, 
and lived in Victoria Street, Grafton. The 

“Ellwee” was built at Ballina by Messrs. 
Purdie and Ted Conroy, and was added 
to the fleet in 1927. 

The “Dalmas” was added about 1930 
and Sam Forbes took over the 

Copmanhurst cream run together with 
the towing of the gravel and cream 

punts. It is said that he towed to 
the site most of the gravel used 
in the Clarence Bridge 
construction. 

 

After the bridge was opened in 
1932 Mr. C. T. Schwinghammer 
joined with him and purchased a 
bus service conducted by Mr. 
O’Rourke plying between 
Grafton and South Grafton and 
originally started by Mr. 
Solomon. 

 

The river service was dispensed 

with and the Grafton and South 

Grafton Bus Service came into 

being to serve both sides of the 

river. He showed a keen interest in 

speed boats and at the time of his death 

in December 1952 was Rear 

Commodore of the Clarence River 

Sailing Club. 

Sam Forbes Ferry on the Clarence. 

MV Elwee on the Clarence 
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An ounce of emotion is equal to a ton of facts 

A wonderful donation made to the 
Society in 2011 is located in the Trophy 
Room, this being a six piece silver 
service including a  large Silver Plate, 
salver, claret jug and tea service 
presented to Michael Rush. 

Michael Rush was an Irish immigrant 
who came to live in Ashby in 1863 and 
like many Clarence people, learned to 
row a boat so that he could travel 
among the river settlements. 

He was a big and powerful man who 

rowed so well that he quickly became 
the Champion Sculler of the Clarence, 
winning races up and down the river.  

Using the money he won he became a 
store-keeper and publican in the town of 
Maclean.  

In 1870 he travelled to Sydney and beat 
the State’s best oarsmen in public and 
private sculling events. 

This beautifully engraved service was 
presented to him on 3rd October 1881 
as a mark of respect and affection. It 
was valued at over 200 pounds at the 
time of presentation 

In the course of time, the service was 
somehow lost and by a stroke of luck, a 
family member visiting Sydney spotted 
the items in a pawnshop.  After their 

retrieval by a family member they 
remained in the family possession until 
their donation to the Society on the 
130th anniversary of presentation along 
with a book launch telling the history of 
a great Clarence River Oarsman.   

Silver plate presented to Michael rush 

The silver plate presented to Michael Rush 



If at first you don’t succeed, redefine success 
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Interesting items of the house 

Clay Churches 

Located in the lower area of the Museum 

are a group of models made from clay.  

The collection numbers nine in total and 

depict the churches of Grafton as they were 

around the turn of the nineteenth and early 

twentieth centuries. They were donated to 

the Society by Mrs. Wendy Brown. 

Anglican Church—1854 

The first church in Grafton was the 

Anglican Church. A wooden church in 

Victoria Street was built for £310 on the 

corner opposite the Cathedral, where the 

Clarence Valley Anglican School is now 

located. The building was pulled down in 

1890 and a big boulder marks the site. 

Archdeacon Moxon noted that when the 

church opened in 1854 the scrub in the 

area was so thick that people wishing to 

attend the church on hearing the bells 

ringing found it almost impossible to find! 

Christ Church Cathedral—1884 

The Cathedral was designed by John 

Horbury Hunt and dedicated in 1884 by 

Archbishop Barry.   

It was planned along gothic lines with 

towering arches and a spacious interior. 

It was then about half its present size 

allowing for the subsequent extensions in 

1934—1937. 

The design of Horbury Hunt was faithfully 

followed with the Cathedral now 

regarded as one of the finest examples 

of brick work in Australia.  

 The foundation stone was laid in 1874  

and it took six years to build. It was the 

building that gave the city its city status.      

Anglican Church—1854 

Christ Church Cathedral—1884 
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Wise man: One who sees the storm coming before the clouds appear 

Australian Women’s Land Army 

The Australian Women’s Land Army 
(AWLA) was formed during the Second 
World War to combat rising labour short-
ages in the farming sector. From Decem-
ber 1941, when Japan entered the war, 
the nation’s need to build up its armed 
forces was placed above the needs of oth-
er industries. Agricultural labour was 
steadily diverted to the armed services 
and war industry. 

To meet the shortfall in rural labour, State 
and private women’s land organisations 
were organised, modelled on those estab-
lished in Great Britain during the First and 
Second World Wars. A national body was 
formed on 27 July 1942 under the jurisdic-
tion of the Director General of Manpower. 
While policy was devised by the Common-
wealth Government, the organisation of 
the AWLA remained State-based. An ex-
tensive recruiting campaign was undertak-
en for new members. Most members of 
the existing land armies were later incor-
porated into the AWLA as well. 

The AWLA was planned to function in two 
divisions: 

• Full-time members: These enrolled for 
continuous service for 12 months (with the 
option of renewal); such members were to 
receive appropriate badges, distinctive 
dress uniform, working clothes, and equip-
ment. 
 
• Auxiliary members: These were availa-
ble for periods of not less than four weeks 
at nominated times of the year; such 
members were to be used for seasonal 
rural operations, and to receive a badge, 
working clothes, and essential equipment 
on loan. 
Recruits had to be between 18 and 50 
years of age and be British subjects or im-
migrants from Allied nations. Women on 
the land who were farmers, employees or  

 

relatives of land holders were not eligible 
to enlist. AWLA women were generally 
drawn from city areas and were often un-
skilled in rural work. This new form of la-
bour had to be heavily promoted to rural 
employees, who were initially resistant to 
female labour. Sceptical attitudes, howev-
er, generally changed to praise and re-
spect. 

Enrolment numbers peaked in December 
1943, with 2,382 permanent members and 
1,039 auxiliary members. The average 
working week for an AWLA member was 
48 hours, with pay starting at the AWLA 
minimum wage of 30 shillings a week. 
Permanent members were also entitled to 
sick pay. Women were paid much less 
than their male counterparts for the same 
work, which covered a variety of agricul-
tural labours, such as vegetable and fruit 
growing, pig and poultry raising, and 
sheep and wool work. 

In October 1942 the Minister for Labour 
and National Service, aware of the need 
to compete with the three women’s ser-
vices, recommended improving the status 
of the AWLA by instituting it as a fourth 
service. In January 1943 Cabinet en-
dorsed the status of both divisions of the 
AWLA as an "official fourth service". The 
organisation was to be formally constitut-
ed under the National Security Regula-
tions. A final draft of these regulations, 
however, was not completed until 1945, 
and was not acted upon before the end of 
the war and the demobilisation of the AW-
LA. As a result, members of the AWLA 
were not accorded the same benefits as 
members of the other women’s services. 

The AWLA was disbanded on 31 Decem-
ber 1945. In 1997, many members be-
came eligible for the Civilian Service Med-
al, after a Committee of Enquiry recom-
mendation in 1994. 

Land army 
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Ramornie  Station: South Aspect -  Mary Tindal 

Be careful of reading health books, you might die of a misprint—Mark Twain 

In February 1932 the annual meeting of the 

“Grafton and South Grafton Permanent 

Citizens Committee” met to discuss 

celebrations and functions commemorating 

the opening of the new Grafton Rail Bridge. 

It was called the “Back to Grafton” week. 

Activities held during the week included 

Church Services, Golf Tournaments, 

Concerts, Bowls Competitions, Horse 

Racing and Civic receptions. 

The highlight of the week’s activities was 

the Opening Day of the Bridge on Tuesday 

19th July.  

Below is an extract of the programme for 

the opening of the Grafton Bridge—19 July 

1932. Activities actually ran from the 16th 

to the 23rd July, of 1932.  

At the opening of the Clarence River Bridge 

the Governor –General Sir Isaac Isaacs 

said that the ceremony was of outstanding 

importance, whether as the recognition of a 

notable feat of engineering or as an epoch 

event in the history of Grafton. 

It brings the community of Grafton and 

South Grafton closer together, to their 

advantage but was also of national 

significance because it constituted an 

essential link in interstate trade and 

intercourse. 

Programme for the opening of the Grafton bridge 1932 

A copy of the front page of the Official 

Programme 
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If a train station is where a train stops, what’s a work station.—Ben Elliston 

We are not discouraged by the continuing 

wet weather! When possible our volunteers 

are out pruning, weeding and planting! 

Everything has it’s season! The salvias and 

perennial basils have flowered and are 

demanding to be pruned hard, ready for 

fresh growth for the bees, birds and 

butterflies. Many new plants are grown 

from the cuttings. We must liberate the 

garden! If you walk up the side path you will 

see and smell the purple heliotrope near 

our bee stump. 

Further on, smell the rosemary and basil for 

an uplift of perfume. Can you see the large 

leafed comfrey plant, so useful as a healing 

plant and compost starter? 

Follow the winding path to see the various 

small shrubs and natives, especially the 

peaches and  cream grevillea, which 

always needs pruning. 

Next to the vigorous may bush is an equally 

vigorous children’s rose. 

Stop to savoir it’s perfume! It will be pruned 

hard in June-July. Smell the purple 

chrysanthemum which like to take over the 

garden!  It’s a little too early for some of the 

natives to flower, but their delicate foliage 

provides shelter for birds, animals and 

insects. 

Is that the first blossoms on our Lace 

Tryptamine, struggling out from the red 

emu bush? Our native bees will find it in a 

day!  Now we come to the archway being 

quickly covered by the thornless Pinky 

Rose. This is in memory of Mavis 

Robertson who loved flowers, especially  

roses 

 

IN THE GARDEN WITH PAT JAMES! 

A side view, facing west of the  front house garden. 

Another westerly view of the  front house garden. 
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Horse sense is the thing a horse has which keeps it from betting on people—W.C. Fields 

JAYCEES 

GRAFTON CHAPTER OF JAYCEES  

1957-1991 

The Junior Chamber of Commerce 

(JAYCEE) was initially open to all men 

between the ages of 18 and 40. The 

organization was born in the United States 

of America in 1915 and has spread 

throughout the world ever since. The 

Australian body was formed in 1939, went 

defunct during the war, but re-formed 

afterwards with eight clubs at first but this 

number had increased to 103 by 1957. 

The Jaycee idea was to train young men 

within the organisation for service to the 

community and, through education, for the 

betterment of themselves.  

The Grafton and District Junior Chamber of 

Commerce was formed on 28 March 1957 

at a public meeting attended by 24 

intending members and supporters.  

The Jaycettes was formed in 1961 with 

inaugural president, Theresa Johnston. It 

was composed of the wives of the male 

members of the Grafton chapter and was a 

separate entity that met regularly and 

organised fashion parades, street stalls, 

etc, as well as assisting the community by 

fund raising for various organisations. It 

disbanded about 1986. 

The inaugural Jaycee meeting was held on 

12 April 1957 where John F McDonald was 

elected president, John Kelly and Frank 

Robinson as vice presidents, Jack Allchin 

as secretary, R Whitby as treasurer, R 

Vardy, W Ormer, Laurie Van de Velde, C 

Montford, R Eggins and R Uttley as 

councillors. Public speaking and debating 

was encouraged to give confidence for 

members to “speak on their feet”. Formal 

meeting procedures were also emphasised 

and participation in fortnightly dinner 

meetings was encouraged.  

Fund raising events were also held to 

assist various community organisations. 

The various activities and fund raising 

campaigns were undertaken by the chapter 

and some of the major ones are as follows 

1967: Sponsorship of a migrant in the 

Federal Government’s assisted migration 

programme, careers advisors nights at 

High Schools. 

1968: Fund raising for construction of 

Caringa sheltered workshop, careers night, 

painting of Pioneer Club Rooms. 

1971: painting and repairing the Grafton 

District Youth Club, inter-chapter debating 

competition, Grafton Jaycees Citizen of the 

Year Award project, Trade and Industries 

Fair with co-ordinator Tony Flemming. 

1973: Donation of one-ton truck to Grafton 

Sheltered Workshop. 

1980: fund raising for mini-bus for Rathgar 

Children’s Home. 

Jaycees working on a picnic bench 
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Life is a long lesson in humility—James M. Barrie 

BILL’S  COLUMN 

 JAMES FOWLER WILCOX---1823 -1881. 

Most of the stories that I have written for 

our Newsletter have been about latter day 

people and events. Today I would like to 

tell the story of a very famous gentleman of 

English birth but who became a real 

Graftonian. 

James Fowler Wilcox was born in 

Somerset, England of a highly respected 

family with close connection to the then 

Bishop of Norwich. He chose natural 

history as his special study and in pursuit 

of same, sailed with Captain Owen Stanley 

in ships HMS Blazer and later HMS 

Rattlesnake. He had been appointed 

Naturalist by the Norwich Museum. He 

spent some 5 years with Owen Stanley 

who was engaged in surveying the coast of 

Northern Australia, southern New Guinea 

and then on to South America. In April, 

1848, he sailed in the Rattlesnake and 

linked up with the famous Explorer E.B. 

Kennedy at Rockingham Bay. Kennedy 

was attempting to find an overland route to 

the Gulf of Carpentaria. Wilcox stayed with 

Kennedy for three weeks and then returned 

to the Rattlesnake. This was the expedition 

in which Kennedy and his party all perished 

with the exception of J. Goddard (Editor’s 

note-whose great grandson is married to 

my sister Deanna) Jacky, the Aboriginal 

and Mr. W. Carron the botanist. Carron 

later came to Grafton and is buried in the 

old Grafton Cemetery. As you see there 

are many links to Grafton. 

On Wilcox’s next journey to New Guinea, 

1849, he discovered the European woman, 

Barbara Thompson, on Prince of Wales 

Island in the Torres Strait. She was the 

sole survivor of the wreck of the “America” 

and had lived with the natives for 4 ½ 

years. The only English words she could 

remember when found was “I am a 

Christian”. 

Returning to Sydney, Wilcox was engaged 

for 18 months in natural history pursuits 

and in this time he met and married his 

wife and set up home at Rushcutter Bay, 

Sydney. 

After such an adventurous young life-some 

of his acquaintances included , -Florence 

Nightingale, Thomas Huxley, Captain 

Owen Stanley, Baron Von Mueller, 

Botanical Gardens, Melbourne, Mr. 

Maiden, curator of the Botanical Gardens, 

Sydney, Mr. Neville Cayley Snr.-   

one could ask where does Grafton come 

into his life. OK. It was 1855 when Wilcox 

visited the Clarence with his father in law, 

Mr. Obed West. He was so impressed with 

the district and its capabilities that he 

determined to settle here. He returned in 

1857 and purchased the property 

“Dallinga” at now 279 Ryan St. South 

Grafton, which consisted of some 70 acres 

of choice river bank land and was above 

then known flood levels. 

Mr. Wilcox developed a close association 

with the local Aborigines, who guided him 

on many extensive tours of the district, 

showing him the many varieties of local 

flora and fauna. In doing so he compiled an 

extensive list of these and prepared an 

exhibit for the Paris Exhibition. He took this 

exhibition to Melbourne for the 1866 

Exhibition at which he acted as District 

Commissioner. In preparation for this 

exhibition Wilcox spent many months 

travelling the district with which he had 

developed a close association. 

Bill Dougherty. 

25.5.2022. 
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Saddle your dreams afore you ride ‘em—Mary Webb 

Florence nightingale anniversary—Part 2 

 

 

 

 

Later, there was criticism of 

Florence’s methods given the high death 

rates in Scutari during her first winter 

there. She replied that the men were half 

dead when they arrived. 

“Wounded men sent down later now live
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History repeats itself; and that’s one of the things wrong with history—Clarence Darrow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Well here we are nearly midway through 
another year—where does the time go? 

Visitor numbers are steadily increasing 
with an expected highpoint being 
Jacaranda Week as is usually the case. 

Work continues in the garden with 
weeding being the main task. The 
constant rainfall has not been of much 
help to our gardening volunteers. Whilst 
the soil is very malleable, the weeds are 
having a field day– as the saying goes. 

Volunteers 

As always we can never have enough 
volunteers and we are appealing to 
anyone out there who might be able to 
spare a half hour or so to help in the 
garden or possibly an hour showing 
visitors around the house. Both tasks are 
very rewarding!  

Donations 

 Donations to the house continue to come 
in with the latest being: 

A WWI Commemoration Collection 
including a flag, badges, poppies and 
biscuit tins. 

Eight large posters representing the 
timber industry in the Clarence Valley. 

A large framed black and white 
photograph of Walker’s Hotel c1929. Also 
in the photograph is the Auctioneer W.J. 
Hawthorne’s office next door. 

Another military collection from the 
Second World War including a pay book, 
watch, recruiting papers and a cigarette 
case. They belonged to John Edward 
Walters who served in the RAAF. 

Grants 

The Society was successful, recently in 

obtaining a CHART grant. The money 

for this grant will be spent of restoration 

materials. 

Cheers 

Steve Tranter 

Diary Dates 2022 

Committee Meetings 

May 25th,  
June 24,  
July 23,  
August 22,  
September 23,  
October 24,  
November 23. 

Special Meeting 

28th July—Review of Constitution 

Major Displays 

Reflections 20July—16August 

In House Displays 

NAIDOC Week 24June,  

Race Week  22July—29July,  

Remembrance Day Display—11Nov,  

Open Days 

19 November 2022 

Christmas Party  

TBA November 2022 
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100 YEARS AGO 

        Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson 

      Extracts from the Daily Examiner of  May, 1922 

God cannot alter the past, but historians can—Samuel Butler 

GRAFTON COUNCIL MEETING – work and 

Town Planning Committee.   The Committee 

recommended that the resolution of Oct. 17 

1921, constituting the brick area be rescinded 

and the following substituted:  That a brick area 

be defined and constituted comprising that area 

on both sides of Prince to Bacon Street and the 

river extending from the building lines to a 

depth of 198 feet and in that area all buildings 

shall be built of brick, stone or concrete.  

Adopted,  

INSPECTORS REPORT.   NEW BUILDINGS  

The following persons made applications for 

permission to erect new buildings or additions 

as follows.    

Messrs, Strauss & Sons, to T Englert’s Shop, 

73 Prince Street comprising Kitchen, 

Storeroom and enlarging to present shop (Brick 

area).   

J. Ellis, additions of 8 rooms and kitchen to 

Royal Hotel, Pound Street.   

Mr W Reimer additions to his residence 100 

Queen Street.   

F W C Schaeffer, erection of Lynch gate at the 

entrance Christ Church Cathedral cemetery.  

Mr. F Beckman for permission to erect a shed 

in the general Hospital grounds and one in the 

yard of his property 148 Pound Street.   

I have inspected the plans, site etc. and 

recommend granting each application. 

GRAFTON ELECTRIC LIGHT  The meeting of 

the lighting committee of Grafton Council and 

Alderman Bailhache was held when the 

committee considered the offer of Fraser and 

Co. to supply electric current for lighting and 

power.  In view of the present position of the 

Nymboida Hydro electric proposal, it was 

considered inadvisable to accept the offer. 

Fears of flood damage are causing residents 

and business people to elevate or move their 

premises above the danger mark.  A workshop 

in Prince Street, in which the last July flood 

water rose to 4 ft has been raised on brick piers 

5ft.  A residence in the same street has been 

moved to another street 300 yards away and 

several others have been moved shorter 

distances and raised.  

The High School Hundred Committee 
requested use of Fisher Park on the 20 inst.   
Permission granted, usual fee of 10/6 to be 
collected.  The matter of mowing the oval was 
left in the hands of Alderman Page. 

GRAFTON HIGH SCHOOL HUNDRED   

A dance will be held in the Criterion Hall from  

8 to 11 on Wednesday May 17 in aid of the 

second-year candidate for Queen of the High 

School, Kathleen Hockey.  First Class Music.  

Admission. 1/6: Ladies 1/-.  P STRAUSS, 

Promotor. 

TENDERS close Saturday May 20 will be 

received by the undersigned for the erection of 

a building (Lynch gate Entrance) to Christ 

Church Cathedral Cemetery Grafton. Plans etc. 

at my office. F W C Schaeffer, Architect. 

Mr & Mrs W E Ward of Sydney are at present 

on a visit to Mrs F W C Schaeffer at Ki-ora 

Fitzroy Street Grafton, Mrs Ward a sister. 

THE BRISBANE ART DYERS AND 

CLEANING WORKS  Skinner Street South 

Grafton (late AIF) Expert cleaners, Pressers 

and Dyers; raincoats reoiled, Satisfaction 

always assured, Prices moderate. Phone 10 

At a meeting of the Parishioners in St. Mary’s 
school room last night, regret was expressed at 
the approaching removal of Father O’Regan 
from the parish.  It was decided to give him a 
presentation as a mark of the esteem of the 
Parishioners. 

 

******************************* 



 S.S. “BALLINA” 

 S.S. “KALLATINA” 

Newbold -  Mary Tindal 

Jabirus painted by 

Gladys O’Grady  

Corellas - painted by 

Gladys O’Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE PRICE 

Across the Bar $20.00 

A History of the Clarence River $35.00 

A place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 1: 1839 to 1919 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 2, 1920 to 1989 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - with Notes [New Edition] $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - without Notes $20.00 

Bombers over Grafton $20.00 

Corn Beef and Damper - Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Early Days On The Clarence $20.00 

Early Midwives in Grafton and South Grafton by Robyn Higham. $25.00 

Forgotten Country - Isabel Wilkinson $35.00 

Four Legs But No Wheels $35.00 

From Glen Innes to South Grafton: Early Days Along the Old Road by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

From Rivertree to the Sea $30.00 

Grafton Floods to 2011 $40.00 

Heritage In Line $25.00 

History of Grafton Hospital $40.00 

Life and Times of Eatonsville by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

Memories of Southgate Village by Nita Child. $25.00 

Men We Have Met $30.00 

Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road: The Recollections by Sheila McLennan. $45.00 

Pre 1900 Clarence River Pioneer Register published by CRHS Inc. $45.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A4 $30.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A5 $20.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 1 $35.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 2 $20.00 

The Journal of George Abner Gray $20.00 

The City of Grafton $20.00 

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE MUSEUM 

(Bold denotes new additions). 
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