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Schaeffer House is to re-open again from the 1st March 2022 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tues-

day, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday. The Museum is registered as a COVID-19 safe 

environment.   

 President: Steve Tranter 

Vice Presidents: Nita Child & Patricia James  

Secretary: Robyn Schaeffer  

Treasurer: Anne Ellem 

Committee members:  Cheryl Barnes, Andrew 
Douglas, Suzanne Gibson and Rosemary Marshall 

              OFFICE BEARERS 

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty 

Research Officer: Hazel Lawson 

Recorder/Librarian: Vacant 

Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson 

Newsletter: Steve Tranter 

Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey 

                                     JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE       

Membership fees are due in January each year. Fees remain at $25 for Individuals, couples or 
families. Be sure to pay fees prior to the AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New 
members who join between 1 September and 31 December are deemed to be members up to 31 
December of the following year. Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical 
Society of $2 or more are tax deductible.               

A compromise is an agreement whereby both parties get what neither of them wanted. 

COVID-19 

The Society elected to defer the opening 
of the Museum and Research Room to 
the public due to the high levels of COVID 
present in the community. The Society 
places a high level of due care for its 
members and visitors. Following our 
monthly meeting for February it has been 
decided to re-open commencing 1st 
March 2022. Health requirements at that 
time will apply.  

Revamping of the Rooms  

As with 2021 (where did it go?) we are 
looking at making some changes to the 
way items are displayed within the House. 
There are several big displays 
programmed for this year and it is hoped 
much space will be allocated to the 
successful presentation of these events.  

Grafton Bridge  

As will be seen from our front page, the 

Grafton Bridge will turn 90 this year.  
Other anniversaries for this year include 
the establishment of the Utility Council, 
Clarence River County Council [I] 1922 
and the opening of the CRCC‘s imposing 
building in Prince Street, Grafton in 1932. 

AGM 

Members are reminded that the AGM for 
the Society will take place at 2pm on 
Wednesday 23 March 2022. Voting and 
Proxy forms are available from the 
Secretary. Either form can be sent out via 
email or normal mail on request. 

Joint 100th Birthday 

We would like to congratulate Mrs. 
Valerie Wood who celebrates her 100th 
birthday on March 30 of this year. Mrs. 
Wood was a founding member of the 
South Grafton branch (CWA) and when it 
closed she moved to the Grafton Branch . 
For more on the CWA please see our full 
story on Page 11. 

Principal Patrons: The Duke and Duchess of Grafton 

Patrons: Kevin Hogan MP, Christopher Gulaptis MP, Mayor Jim Simmons, Bill & Dot Dougherty. 
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES           
                        (Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson) 

My mother always used to say “The older you get, the better you get, unless you’re a banana” 

- Betty White as Rose in ‘The Golden Girls’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESEARCH ENQUIRIES—FEBRUARY 
2022.  

SCOTT. Interested in knowing how the 
name "Rodham" was chosen as a Parish 
name in the County of Drake.  

MEGAN. Jeremiah Frewin, Goaler  at 
Grafton Goal 1879-1895. Any information. 

BRUCE. Researching Samuel and Eliza 
Walters.  

MARK. Newspaper Articles in 1984 Daily 
Examiner on Lower Clarence Rugby 
League.  

PETER. Grafton Post Office Tower Clock, 
original mechanism converted to Electric in 

1984. Original Mechanism still in tower. Do 
we have any information?  

ELIZABETH. William Taylor & Jessie 
Taylor (nee Simpson). Were farmers at 
Ulmarra. Had a sugar Mill and grew cotton, 
do you have any information?  

BARBARA. Info on John Only formerly of 
Maclean and Arthur Street Grafton. 
Passed away 1982, article in Daily 
Examiner 18/7/1981. Profiles on People.  

DIANE. Francis Strong & Lucy Sturgess, 
lived at "Huntington Villa" Mary Street 

Grafton. Son Thomas Married Dorothy 
Isabelle Single. Was Francis an Alderman 
in Grafton.  

PAULINE. Looking for a photo of Elias 
Laycock the Sculler, raced in Grafton in 
1875.  

DEAN. Looking for a photo of "Greenaway 
Ford Dealership" in Fitzroy Street Grafton 
1972.  

SHANE. King Tommy of Carr's Creek. 
Tommy was the last of the Ngarabal Tribe 
Tenterfied/ Glen Innes area) and moved 

via the Clarence River to the Clarence 
area.  

CATHERINE. Digital image of Catherine 
and Harry Volker's out front of the shop.  

JUNE. GG Grandfather Malcolm Brown 
and wife Agnes, nee Gardner, died at 
Barrett's Creek 1876. ls there a cemetery 
at Barrett's Creek and if any head stones 

are there?  

TABITHA. Looking for Historical Photos of 

107 -109 Prince Street, Grafton. 

ROBYN. Date and photo of Union Church 

Tucabia. Photo of Anglican Church 
Nymboida. 1890 Flood in the Coldstream 
area. Photo of removal Swan Creek 
Church 7/9/1965.  

TONIN. Photos of 68-70 Through Street, 
South Grafton.  

DOUG. Looking for someone who could 
assist in a project to uncover silent films 
held in regional towns in NSW. Films from 
1910 to 1920.,  

CATHERINE. William Bradbury and 
Florence Hardie. Looking for information 

on the Hardie, Bradbury, Stoddart families 
related to William and Florence.  

JAMES. Looking for descendants of 
Joseph David Cramp.  

KATHERINE. Researching William 
Comerford Grafton Show Awards for 
Produce, Vegetables Horse riding. Betty 
Beel, show jumping 1940's. to 1950's. 
Joseph Clarence Comerford and Kevin 
Peter Comerford, Prison guards at Grafton 
Goal when Darcy Duggan attempted to 

Escape 1950's or 1960's.  

 

********************** 
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Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes. That way when you 

criticize them, you are a mile away from them and you have their shoes” - Jack Handey. 

 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GRAFTON BRIDGE 

A major event this year is the 

anniversary of the completion of the 

construction and opening of the Grafton 

Bridge. Affectionately known as the 

‘Bendy Bridge’ to the locals,  

construction of the bridge commenced 

on the 11th of July 1928. 

Work progressed steadily on the bridge 

despite the spectre of the Great 

Depression being in the background and 

in 1932, almost four years later the 

bridge was ready for use. 

Although the opening ceremony was 

performed on the 19th of July 1932 there 

were a number of other important dates 

including the 7th of May when a special 

train carrying more than 1,700 

passengers crossed from Grafton to 

South Grafton. On the 8th of May, the 

upper section of the bridge, the roadway 

which was an add on, was opened for 

traffic. 

Along with the finishing up of the train 

ferry service, the opening of the bridge 

unfortunately also aided in the reduction 

in services in South Grafton. 

The bridge, very much like the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge, which was completed in 

the same year, has been the study for 

photographers. Indeed, most tourism 

related material invariably had a picture 

of the Grafton Bridge. Whether it was in 

the early morning with a fog over the 

river or a sunset shot of the bridge over 

the river, most locals will instantly 

recognise this marvellous piece of 

architecture.  

Such is the beauty of this bridge is that 

when the former Grafton City Council 

was considering a gift to her Sister City 

of Izunagaoka, Japan, it decided to 

commission local wood artist, Jim 

Muldoon to carve a large magnificent 

relief wood carving of the Grafton Bridge 

over the Clarence River. The carving 

was presented to the Mayoress of 

Izunagaoka Prefecture whilst several 

Aldermen were visiting Japan as their 

guests on the 5th of November 2004.  

An interesting person related to the 

construction of the bridge was George 

Frederick Beehag who lived his adult life 

at Parramatta. He did an apprenticeship 

with Clyde Engineering as a boilermaker, 

and subsequently trained and worked as 

a welder. He worked on both the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge and the Grafton Bridge.  

There is framed old blueprint elevation of 

the Clarence River Bridge held by the 

Society which was in the possession of 

his daughter Mrs Frances Garlick who 

donated it to the society. This document 

has been conserved by a professional 

restorer.  

Picture showing the pylons in place and prior to the 

fitting of the connecting spans c1928. 
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“Clothes make the man, naked people have little or no influence in society” - Mark Twain 

Need Recognised 

In the 1980's there was a wide 
recognition in the valley for the need for 
an indoor facility for sports such as 
basketball, hockey, soccer and 
gymnastics. 

At South Grafton a former picture   
theatre, the Prince Edward was being  
used as a Boy's Club and for all types of 
gymnastics.  Unfortunately this building  
was burnt down in 1978.  

Basketball was played in the early days 
in the Army Drill Hall (around 1953), on 
the Bacon Street outdoor courts 
(Westwood Park) around 1962 and then 
in the old Garden Theatre opposite the 
Jacaranda Hotel where the present 
hardware shop is located now.  

The School of Arts 
building in Prince 
St., Grafton was 
used for indoor 
hockey and soccer 
when these sports 
were popular in 
early 1979. 
However the costs 
of restoring and 
updating the 
facilities of this old 
building to meet 
the Department of 

Services requirements proved too costly. 

At the same time the Grafton Basketball 
Association was using another former 
picture theatre, the Garden Theatre and 
was also finding difficulty in maintaining 
their building to the satisfaction of the 
previously mentioned government 
department 

This prompted the Association to 
approach the Grafton City Council to 
discuss the possibility of building a 
modern sporting complex which would 
ultimately cater for a wide variety of 
indoor sports. 

Council was keen on the proposal  to 
build a new sports complex and 
appointed a special project committee. 
After much investigation of sites, a well 
designed complex was established in 
Powell Street, Grafton.  

The large, open floor area is specially 
laid to make it suitable for sporting use 
and the whole area can be adapted to 
meet the needs of a variety of indoor 
sports. Two basketball courts, change 
rooms and kiosk facilities are also 
housed in the complex which was 
opened in 1981 and extended in 2000 by 
adding another two courts to complete 
the Grafton Indoor Sports Centre.  

The original stadium in 1981 was 
dedicated in 2012 as the Bruce Leonard 
Centre. 

Indoor sporting facilities 

Garden Theatre used by the Grafton Basketball 

Association c1970 

The new Basketball Complex 
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Before you marry a person, you should first make them use a computer with slow internet to 

see who they really are.—Will Ferrell 

 

Sadly we must report the passing of a 

treasured member of the Society. Frank 

passed away last Thursday 3 February 

2022.  

Francis James (Frank) Mack was a 

member of the Clarence River Historical 

Society for 32 years from 1990 to the 

present time. As the saying goes, he rose 

through the ranks becoming the President 

in 1999 after taking over from Janet 

Cannon.  

Originally only coming in to work on a 

project of his and needing some additional 

information, he liked what he saw and 

decided to stay and contribute to the 

Society and its aims. Like many members/ 

volunteers before and after him Frank was 

well suited to research work having retired 

as a teacher previously. In fact, some of 

the members remember him as their 

teacher!  

At the time Dr. Jim Alexander was the 

President of the Society and Frank quickly 

commenced helping in the research room 

area and he also assisted with the 

production of the Society's Bulletin which 

commenced in April of 1991.  

Over the course of many years, he 

contributed in large and small ways with 

the production of many of the books 

published by the Society. Several that 

come to mind are "Shipwrecks", "Grafton 

Bridge and the "Sesqui-centenary of 

Grafton High School.  

His manner in Schaeffer House was always 

of a friendly and helpful nature, no task 

seemed to difficult for him. One of his great 

passions was providing the local 

information for many of the excursions that 

the Society members took in the 1990s. 

Members invariably arrived at historic 

locations well-armed with this local 

knowledge and were better able to 

understand the artefacts that they were 

shown.  He was also one of the few life 

members of the Society.  

The Society wishes to thank the family of 

Frank for allowing him to spend 

considerable time at Schaeffer House 

providing a very valuable service to the 

Clarence Valley community. His work at 

Schaeffer House will be of great benefit for 

all for untold years in the future.  

Frank was 87 years old.  

VALE PAST PRESIDENT FRANCIS (FRANK) James mack 

Photograph of Frank at  work! 



I used to sell furniture for a living. The trouble was, it was my own.—Les Dawson 
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Interesting items of the house 
Two items of interest in the House are: 

Jardiniere 

This jardiniere belonged to Mary 

Cameron and was brought out  

from Scotland by her family in 1838.  

This was in the possession of her  

daughter, Mrs. Margaret Bender of  

Southgate, who in turn passed it on to her 

daughter Louise Christine Diamond, who 

in turn passed it on to her daughter Mrs. 

Eileen Cundy of Woollahra, Sydney. 

Eileen donated it to the Society on the 

30th of October, 1984.  

An interesting footnote is that Mrs. 

Bender was a midwife in the Clarence 

Valley.  

Kiwi Shoe Polish 

Kiwi Shoe Polish-This item of interest is a 

tin of Kiwi Boot Polish. William  

Ramsay of Melbourne was married to a 

New Zealand girl and her nickname was 

"Kiwi."  

William decided to name the polish after 

her and he produced the first of his  

special formulas in early 1900. The polish 

became very popular through much  

advertising and ultimately the Australian  

Imperial Forces. The "ANZACs" taking it 

to England with them. Word spread from 

there and it became very popular with the 

British particularly the shine it placed on 

their boots.  

During WWII it was also sold to the 

American military who readily adopted it 

with a factory also being set up in 

Philadelphia.  

William died in 1914. But his 'invention' 

has lived on!  

Jardiniere c1838 

A tin of Kiwi Boot Polish 
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You know you’ve reached middle age when you’re cautioned to slow down by your doctor, 

instead of by the police—Joan Rivers 

This year marks the anniversary (80th) of the 

occasion of the incident involving the United 

States Air Force B25 Bombers crash landing in 

the Far North Coast Area during the Second 

World War.  

It was on the evening of the 14th of August 

1942 when a flight of 5 B25s belonging to the 

38th Bomber Group of the USAAF ran out of 

fuel and by some accounts having mistakenly 

followed a strong ABC broadcast signal they 

arrived over the Clarence River short on fuel 

after a minor detour of some pacific islands.  

It has also been suggested that the Clarence 

River, in the time of blackouts, was confused 

with the Brisbane River. The destination for the 

bombers was Amberley Air Force Base near 

Brisbane. They had taken off from Noumea af-

ter commencing their flight from the USA, un-

dertaking a rather long and perilous journey.  

As with all military news of the day, not much 

was disclosed to the general public but of  

course over the next few days it would have 

been hard to find anyone who wasn't aware of 

the crash of all four planes in this flight.  

Two crashed on landing in the Grafton area 

around South Grafton, one successfully landed 

at Evans Head and the other two planes came 

down on the outskirts of Casino.  

It appears that the bombers arrived over Graf-

ton at a low level and apart from causing some 

concern, they circled the town a few times. Con-

tact was made with the planes via the street 

lights being flashed on and off to relay a mes-

sage to the planes and whilst that was happen-

ing, close to one hundred cars (local residents) 

proceeded to the South Grafton landing field 

where they lit the grass runway.  

After a short period, two of the planes landed, 

but the other flew off and as we now know, to 

Evans Head and Casino. The two planes that 

landed at South Grafton were however dam-

aged when they left the end of the runway, it 

being too short to be used by aircraft of this 

size. At the time there was a great deal of sou-

veniring of parts of the planes before the au-

thorities managed to secure the crash sites. In 

the end the collected parts of the crashed 

planes were taken away to Brisbane  and sub-

sequently scrapped.  

As an aside, B25Bs were used by Major Gen-

eral Doolittle’s raid over Tokyo on 18 April 1942. 

Probably the heaviest planes to date taking off 

from an aircraft carrier (USS Hornet), they suc-

ceeded in bombing Tokyo and other cities and 

then flew on to Nationalist held China.  

B25s first flew in 1941 and they went on to be 

present on all major battlefields in WWII.  They 

were primarily purchased and used by USA  

(Army Air Force and Marine Air Force), UK and 

Russia.  

The main arena of service for these aircraft was 

in the Pacific.  

The photograph shows a number of items do-

nated to the CRHS by Mr. G. Volkers relating to 

a B25C Mitchell Bomber named  

'Woodchopper" which was one of the two that 

crashed at North Casino.  

B25 Boston bombers over grafton 

 A display in the Military Room of Schaeffer 

House of objects retrieved from one of the B25s 
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Ramornie  Station: South Aspect -  Mary Tindal 

Common sense is like deodorant. The people who need it most never use it.—Anonymous 

Dowager Duchess of Grafton, born Ann 

Fortune Smith—One of our esteemed 

Patrons.  

We were saddened to hear of the recent 

passing of the Dowager Duchess of  

Grafton, Patron and friend of the Clarence 

River Historical Society for many many  

years.  

The Duchess passed away at her home in 

London on December 3, 2021, aged 101, 

just three months short of her 102th  

birthday. The Duchess was born Ann 

Fortune Smith on February 24, 1920 to her 

parents, the Smiths, well known in banking 

circles and he Rolls Royce organisation. 

She trained as a nursing sister and worked 

with disabled children before meeting Hugh 

Fitzroy, the Earl of Euston and later Duke 

of Grafton at a ball when she was 18.  

They settled at Euston Hall and gave birth 

to five children. She was a Magistrate at 

the London Juvenile Court for thirty five 

years and participated in charity work for 

autistic  children and cot death research.  

She was a well regarded friend to the  

Queen Mother and other members of the 

royal family.  

The Duchess was appointed in 1953 to the 

position of Lady of the Bed Chamber, a 

position she held until 1966. In 1967 until 

her death she held the position of Mistress 

of the Robes, the most senior of the 

Queen's Ladies in Waiting and one of her 

closest confidants, being responsible for a 

team of twelve Ladies in Waiting. She was 

responsible for all ceremonial attire worn by 

the Queen and was required to attend all 

important State occasions, including 

accompanying the Queen whenever she 

travelled, locally and on  overseas visits. 

The Queen bestowed the honour of the 

Commander of the Royal Victorian Order 

on the Duchess of Grafton for distinguished 

personal service to the Monarch.  

The Duchess has been a visitor to Grafton 

and to Schaeffer House and kindly  

presented the Society with a treasured  

family Christening gown.  

Grafton takes its name from the family  

“Seat" in Suffolk. The family name has 

graced our city since 1849 when It was  

named after the then Duke of Grafton by 

Governor Fitzroy who himself was a  

grandson of that Duke. In July 1923, the 

9th Duke endowed the city with the right to 

use his Coat of Arms.  

Dowager duchess of grafton 

A picture of the late Dowager Duchess of 

Grafton GCVO in the Robes of  Office at 

Windsor Castle, London. UK 
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I’m at a place in my life when errands are starting to count as going out.—Anonymous 

The Garden 

The garden continues to look wonderful 

thanks to the volunteers. And of course, the 

Council outdoor staff who without fail 

regularly keep the lawns in tip top shape. 

Summer is always a season of concern 

particularly as everything, weeds included, 

take on a growth spurt. This gives us a 

great dilemma – do we have a break over 

the Christmas period or do we continue the 

ongoing battle to keep the weeds at bay. 

Heavens knows what would happen if we 

did actually take a proper break! 

Native Beehive 

The second picture shows the wonderful 

hive we have in a tree on the north side 

garden of Schaeffer House. This is a 

beehive populated by native bees 

(Tetragonula Carbonaria) and the history 

surrounding this hive of activity (pun 

intended) is in the following: 

It was in 2011 that the Society was able to 

save a hollowed out tree stump from being 

destroyed due to some road construction. 

The hollow was occupied by the 

abovementioned native bees and with the 

generous assistance of the Clarence Native 

Bee Group the tree stump was recovered 

and placed in our gardens at Schaeffer 

House.  

To this day they must have approved of 

their relocation as they have been ‘you 

guessed it’ busy as bees! Undisturbed by 

any intervention they continue to work 

away as honey producing pollinators with 

perfect regularity. Next time you visit 

Schaeffer House or be in the neighbour-

hood, take a stroll into our garden to stop 

and admire these busy workers! 

A Buzz FROM OUR GARDEN! 

A view of the front garden with the Post 

Office box in the foreground! 

The recovered tree stump and rescued 

native bees 
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Anyone who lives within their means suffers from a lack of imagination.—Oscar Wilde 

COUNTRY WOMENS ASSOCIATION NSW CENTENARY 

CWA of NSW Centenary.  

The initial idea of country women banding 

together came from Doctor Richard Arthur of 

Mosman, NSW, MP for North Shore. Doctor 

Arthur wrote to the' Farmer and Settler' 

newspaper, suggesting that a Bush Womens’ 

Conference be held. At the time, his plea fell on 

deaf ears and no one appeared interested and 

it was thought his idea dropped into oblivion.  

A tiny spark smouldered from his idea and was 

kindled into life by Miss Florence Gordon who 

was editing the Woman's Page of the 'Sydney 

Stock and Station Journal. She had worked in 

Tamworth before moving to the city. Miss 

Gordon met with Doctor Arthur and he gave 

her his work on rural needs, which she, in turn 

showed to Mr. Robert McMillan the Editor of 

the Stock and Station Journal.  

Mr. McMillan gave Miss Gordon permission to 

go ahead, and through the columns of his 

newspaper, she was to organise a conference 

of country women. It was in September, 1921 

when Miss Gordon took up the challenge. She 

had a colossal task to awaken interest, for 

country women in those days were not, as a 

class, public spirited. Miss Gordon was set to 

break down the existing apathy.  

She contacted other social organisations -the 

Reform League, the Feminist Club, also the 

Education Department and the Agricultural 

Bureau, all of which became inspired by her 

enthusiasm and promised to help by speaking 

at the first Bush Woman's Conference of 

Country Women, to be held at the Country 

Club from April 18th to April 22nd, 1922 and at 

the same time as the Sydney Royal Easter 

Show.  

Dame Margaret Davidson, wife of the Governor 

of NSW consented to open the Conference and 

was to become a Patron.  

In 1922 with the Conference only weeks away, 

plans had to be completed and the whole idea 

given wide publicity. Influential chairmen must 

be found for the various  

sessions. Fate produced the very person 

needed. Mrs. Hugh Munro from Keera  

Station, Bingara, wrote in February 1922, to 

Mr. McMillan, asking to be put in touch  

with Miss Gordon. Mrs. Munro travelled to 

Sydney, met the organisers, heard the  

plans, which had been made, and formed a 

committee. Mrs. Munro whose Christian  

name was Grace, was the President of this 

committee.  

Mrs. Munro threw herself into the preparations 

for the conference, getting wide  

advertising and travelling around the State 

stirring up enthusiasm.  

The conference was held in a hall packed with 

men and women eager to help out and, on the 

final day, after an address by Mr. McMillan, the 

Country Women's Association came into being, 

with Mrs. Munro as its President. The CWA of 

NSW Motto: Honour to God, Loyalty to the 

Throne, Service to the Country, Through 

Country Women, For Country Women, By 

Country Women.  

After the first conference in 1922, Mrs. Stephen 

Laver an enthusiastic foundation member of 

the Country Women's Association, hastened 

back to Crockwell and formed the first Branch 

in Australia, on April, 26th. Twenty two 

Branches were formed in NSW in 1922.  

From information in the CWA book 'The 

Silver Years' (1947) is the following “A big 

initial mistake was made by our Association 

when it denied full membership to women 

living in the metropolitan area, for fear that 

the city might wield too much influence in a 

society set up to help country women and 

children. It was a good day for CWA when in 

1930 metropolitan women were admitted to 

full membership”.  

The CWA Grafton branch will be celebrating 

its Centenary in 2026. 
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I like my money where I can see it: hanging in my closet—Carrie (Sarah Jessica Parker), Sex 

and the City 

BILL’S  COLUMN 

 
If, like me, you have wondered how the 
epidemic of 1919 affected the people of that 
time, you may find some similarities to the 
present pandemic In this article from the 
Daily Examiner of January 20, 1919. It Is 
headed Grafton Precautions and reads as 
follows- 
"The Mayor of Grafton, Ald. D. Mcfarlane, 
convened a meeting of the Health 
Committee of the City Council which was 
held last night, to consider what steps should 
be taken against the introduction of 
pneumonic-influenza locally.  
Various decisions were arrived at. One was, 
to request the Minister of Health to pass 
some restrictions on people coming by rail-
not to allow them to travel without a 
certificate showing that they are not infected. 
It was also decided to make a similar request 
with regard to steamer traffic.  
The co-operation of the various 
municipalities and shires on the North Coast 
and Tablelands is to be asked in regard to 
the matter.  
The committee decided to make a 
recommendation that Susan Island be made 
a local quarantine station and that 
applications be invited from those willing to 
undertake voluntary nursing if required.  
A meeting of the medical men of Grafton will 
be held at the Town Hall today. Amongst the 
questions to be discussed will be inoculation 
and the obtaining of masks-(sound familiar). 
The Inspector of Schools and the Inspector 
of Police will also confer.  
A meeting of the Grafton Red Cross will be 
held this afternoon. The business includes 
consideration of a  communication previously 
received with reference to the influenza 
outbreak."  
In the same issue of the Daily Examiner. The 
closing of Hotels, Picture Theatres and 
Billiard Rooms was advocated. Later on in 
the year the Grafton Cup race meeting was 
postponed from July to September. A major 
reshuffle as the July races had continued 
during World War 1-not so in World War 2-no 
Grafton Cup in 1942,43,44,45.  
As to the quarantine station on Susan Island-
to the best of my research-It did not 
eventuate.  

“Further research tells us that the worst fears 
of the Grafton people were not realized in 
the following months and restrictions were 
eased. Although not so on the Richmond 
and even to Glen Innes. My mother in law, 
Mrs. Jim Kelly, born 1900, used to tell us of 
the way in which the young people of Casino 
were organized into relief teams to help in 
the homes in which the epidemic had 
entered. The situation had changed 
dramatically for the worse on the Richmond 
after the Casino races in June. It seems 
there were a lot of visitors and the influenza 
had spread. There were 100’s of cases and 
5 deaths in a short time. This outbreak had 
frightened the Graton authorities who went 
back to restrictions. 

When the Grafton races were postponed to 
September, there was a decided effort to 
proceed with the usual attractions. Both 
Soles and Perry’s circuses came to town and 
many organizations were offering 
complimentary entry tickets to their functions. 
Business had been much affected. 

All these problems did not stop the Federal 
election in which Dr. Earle Page won the 
local seat for the first time. He had been 
Mayor of South Grafton after returning from 
service in World War 1. He was later to earn 
the title of “Sir” and served in Parliament for 
over 40 years. 

Naturally , Sydney with it’s large population 
was severely affected with over 2400 deaths 
recorded in the 2

nd
 quarter of 1919. However 

it seems that by 1920 things were slowly 
returning to normal. This was a quicker 
recovery than we are having at the present 
time. 

As I write this story there is an easing of 
restrictions. I am sure that it is the sincere 
wish of all that this continue and that soon 
there is an end to the epidemic.” 

Regards.  

Bill D. 
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The worst part of online shopping is having to get up and get your credit card from your 

purse.—Anonymous 

Florence nightingale anniversary 

Gentle Reminder 

Annual Membership fees are due in January 

2022. Your membership  dues go a long way 

in keeping the museum running at an optimal 

level! 

 

Also, if you would like to become a volunteer 

we are seeking help in the house, gardens 

and research area. 

THE perceived impression of Florence 

Nightingale gliding through the wards carrying 

her famous lamp might have been true for a 

small part of her life. But it is far from the full 

story. Florence was a strident social reformer, 

at odds with the successive governments of her 

day and, as 2020 marks the 200th  

anniversary of her birth, it is a chance to have a 

closer look at her life.  

Florence Nightingale was born into a well-off 

family in Florence, Italy, hence her name. Her 

sister Parthenope was also named after her 

place of  birth. The Nightingales moved back to 

England in 1821 when Florence was just a year 

old, and were able to afford two houses, at Lea 

Hurst in Derbyshire and Embley in Hampshire.  

She first mooted ideas about becoming a nurse 

at the age of  seventeen, secretly despising her  

privileged upbringing. She felt women had 

more to offer than merely decorating their 

husband's arms and was perhaps influenced 

by the reform-mindedness of her maternal  

grandfather, who was an anti-slavery 

campaigner. ln 1849 she turned down a suitor 

called Richard Monckton Miles (later Lord 

Houghton) after a seven-year courtship, 

determined to make her own way in the world.  

Paid nursing suffered a reputation as a job for 

poor, often elderly women. The popular image 

was one of  drunkenness, bad language and a  

casual attitude to patients. There was also 

worry that English female nurses would not be 

able to defend themselves against the sexual 

advances of male patients and medical staff. 

Florence Nightingale persuaded her parents to 

allow her to take three months' nursing training 

at an inspirational hospital and school in 

Dusseldorf. Then, in 1853, aged thirty-three, 

she became superintendent of a hospital for 

"gentlewomen" in Harley Street, London.  

Since her father had given Florence an annual  

income of £500 (£40,000 in today's money) she 

was able to accept the position, which was 

unpaid.  

It wasn't long after in March 1854 that reports 

flooded in 

about the 

dreadful 

conditions 

and lack of 

medical 

supplies 

suffered by 

injured 

soldiers 

fighting the 

Crimean War, 

which lasted 

from October 

1853 until 

February 

1856. The 

Secretary of 

War, Sidney 

Herbert - whom Florence had met in Rome in 

1847 - invited Florence to oversee the 

introduction of female nurses into the failing 

military hospitals in Turkey.  

Women had never before been allowed to 

serve officially in the army, so Florence's 

position, reporting directly to the Secretary of 

War gave her unprecedented authority. 

To be continued in next Issue! 

An early photograph of Florence 
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Whoever said that nothing was impossible obviously never tried slamming a revolving door. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I do hope that all members and readers had a 

wonderful Christmas and New Year. Like many 

of you I was able to catch up with my family 

once the borders were opened. Hopefully we 

will be able to move on from this pandemic this 

year and get back to some semblance of 

normality. Good luck to you if that means travel! 

I am sure the airways and seaways (read 

cruise ships) will be packed in the coming year 

or so as we come out of a difficult two years.  

COVID-19 continued to impact on some areas 

of the activities of the Museum and the Society. 

The Museum was rarely opened last year and 

all bus bookings quickly disappeared once the 

Jacaranda Festival was both reduced in events 

and also postponed to December.  

On the plus side of the pandemic, the Society 

has been able to work on restoration work of 

particular areas of the museum. The main one 

being the paintings which have undergone 

cleaning and reframing where needed.  

Other areas gaining attention have been the 

work on the continuing of photographing, 

documenting and checking of artefacts around 

the house.  

More attention has been given also to 

examining the labelling and signage around the 

Museum. Of course all this hard work done by 

the members will pay off in the near future. As 

we open from the 1st of next month, we can be 

very proud of the standards to which we have 

set and met during this period of ‘inactivity’.  

During the past year, whilst attendance has 

been down, research continues to prosper with 

the Research Officer and Assistant kept very 

busy. So too has been the sale of books and 

the Society has been kept rather busy with 

reprinting of many of the popular books. 

Possibly due to health requirements or election 

of people to stay indoors it appears that people 

have made a decision to either take up the 

family research project that was gathering dust 

or purchase local history books out of renewed 

interest in history. 

Donations to the Society of artefacts show no 

signs of abating with some stand out gifts 

including: A book titled "A Glance at Australia 

1880" graciously donated by Life Member Dr. 

Burkhardt.  

A tea set, a set of military figurines, a Zietsch 

Cordial Bottle containing flavoured syrup.  (one 

of the last filled before closure it is believed) 

If you happen to visit the Grafton branch of the 

Regional Library, you will see a contribution we 

have loaned for display to the public. The 

theme of this display is children orientated, with 

artefacts having been taken from our children’s 

room of Schaeffer House.  

I must mention your membership fees. In this 

difficult time, more than ever, we find ourselves 

relying on this avenue of income.  Fees are 

also greatly helping the finances in such a 

difficult time and I do ask that if you haven't 

already done so could you please send in 

annual fee payment. This money will assist the 

Society during these lean years and allow us to 

increase our activities once the pandemic is 

less of a burden.  

The garden continues to look wonderful and is 

a great tribute to the many volunteers who 

spend so much time working away at 

combating the encroaching weeds and 

trimming the various bushes. In a tribute to the 

days when Tidy Towns and Champion Gardens 

were the norm it is very pleasing to think that 

our garden would be considered an entrant in 

either or both of these contests. 

We thank the volunteers for all their hard work 

in our beautiful gardens. 

As previously mentioned many of the displays 

have undergone a minor makeover with 

additional information and perhaps a 

photograph or two to further enhance the visitor 

experience. 

Stay safe and I hope you’re in for a great 2022! 
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100 YEARS AGO 

        Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson 

      Extracts from the Daily Examiner of  February, 1922 

If the grass is greener on the other side, you can bet the water bill is higher. 

GRAFTON COUNCIL MEETING  

G Simmons, Manager of the Grafton Co-

operative Dairy Co. Ltd., wrote stating that a 

committee had been appointed to meet the 

Council on the matter of providing electric 

light for Grafton. The Lighting Committee 

and Ald. Bailhache were depicted to meet 

the Dairy Company Committee.  

The Deputy Postmaster General wrote 

stating that an offer to purchase the 

telephone poles in Prince Street would be 

considered. The matter was dealt with in 

connection with the works committee report.  

E. M. Baker, Grafton Girls School wrote 

asking if Council would renew the privilege 

in regard to girls of the school having sole 

right to use the baths for an hour on 

Tuesday afternoons. Granted.  

HEALTH INSPECTORS REPORT  

Mr. John Duncan reported. New Buildings -

Applications were received for permission to 

erect structures. Miss Flintoff (Executrix of 

the late T. Flintoff), to erect new bathroom 

and wash house for 53 and 61 Pound 

Street. Mr. T. Petrie erection of Hayshed, 

Clarence and Arthur Streets. I recommend 

granting each of these applications.  

DAIRIES 

Application received from Mr. A. E. Ford for 

registration as a dairyman, as the dairy is in 

accordance with the Dairy Act. I recommend 

the application.  

FIRE STATION MOTOR AMBULANCE 

LIASON 

An excellent scheme for running a motor 

ambulance has been evolved at Grafton, 

where an arrangement has been made to 

have the motor housed at the Fire Station 

and calls received by fireman who are 

continuously on duty. The committee for 

supervising the Ambulance will comprise the 

Mayors of Grafton, South Grafton, Ulmarra, 

Presidents of the Orara, Nymboida and 

Copmanhurst Shires, Doctors, Heads of the 

Churches and the hospital committee.  

CLARENCE RIVER PIONEER DAIRY CO. 

LTD 

Tenders for Butter Factory. Tenders are 

invited for the erection of a reinforced 

concrete building only, for C.R.P.D. Co. Ltd. 

Ulmarra. Plans and specifications are to be 

inspected at the office of the company at 

Ulmarra. Tenders close February 18th by 

order of the Board. A. Hart Manager. 

SCULLING WORLD CHAMPSHIPS 

James Padden, Australia’s Champion 

Schuller leaves Sydney tomorrow by the 

"Manuke" for New Zealand, where he is to 

row Hadfield for the world title.  

Messrs. Hoddmott and Henderson, two 

Queensland Officers visited Grafton to 

select landing Grounds for the Aerial Mail 

Service. 

They decided the Grafton Racecourse was 

a very good site except for when a strong 

wind from the west was blowing.  

The Aviator’s preferring to have one landing 

ground only as far as possible in this town 

as Grafton will be the luncheon place for the 

passengers, so the Racecourse has been 

selected but the South Grafton Racecourse 

will be used on occasions when a strong 

wind blows from the West. 

******************************* 



 S.S. “BALLINA” 

 S.S. “KALLATINA” 

Newbold -  Mary Tindal 

Jabirus painted by 

Gladys O’Grady  

Corellas - painted by 

Gladys O’Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE PRICE 

Across the Bar $20.00 

A History of the Clarence River $35.00 

A place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 1: 1839 to 1919 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 2, 1920 to 1989 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - with Notes [New Edition] $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - without Notes $20.00 

Bombers over Grafton $20.00 

Corn Beef and Damper - Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Early Days On The Clarence $20.00 

Early Midwives in Grafton and South Grafton by Robyn Higham. $25.00 

Forgotten Country - Isabel Wilkinson $35.00 

Four Legs But No Wheels $35.00 

From Glen Innes to South Grafton: Early Days Along the Old Road by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

From Rivertree to the Sea $30.00 

Grafton Floods to 2011 $40.00 

Heritage In Line $25.00 

History of Grafton Hospital $40.00 

Life and Times of Eatonsville by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

Memories of Southgate Village by Nita Child. $25.00 

Men We Have Met $30.00 

Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road: The Recollections by Sheila McLennan. $45.00 

Pre 1900 Clarence River Pioneer Register published by CRHS Inc. $45.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A4 $30.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A5 $20.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 1 $35.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 2 $20.00 

The Journal of George Abner Gray $20.00 

The City of Grafton $20.00 

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE MUSEUM 

(Bold denotes new additions). 
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