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Schaeffer House is currently closed and will re-opened from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tues-
day, Wednesday and Thursday when it is allowed to do so. The Museum is registered as a 
COVID-19 safe environment with check-ins and face masks required.   

 President: Steve Tranter 

Vice Presidents: Nita Child & Patricia James  

Secretary: Robyn Schaeffer  

Treasurer: Anne Ellem 

Committee members:  Cheryl Barnes, Andrew 
Douglas, Suzanne Gibson and Rosemary Marshall 

              OFFICE BEARERS 

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty 

Research Officer: Hazel Lawson 

Recorder/Librarian: Carole Douch 

Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson 

Newsletter: Steve Tranter 

Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey 

                                     JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE       

Membership fees are due in January each year. Fees remain at $25 for Individuals, Couples or 
Families. Be sure to pay fees prior to the AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New 
members who join between 1 September and 31 December are deemed to be members up to 31 
December of the following year. Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical 
Society of $2 or more are tax deductible.               

“A person with a sharp tongue will eventually cut themselves.” – J. Robson Koenig  

COVID-19 

The continuation of the current 
pandemic has impacted greatly on the 
activities of the Society. Whilst the work 
load remains, and increased if anything, 
the direction of tasks is somewhat 
different. As the Museum has remained 
closed for the greater part of the year, 
the very pleasant and fulfilling task of 
showing visitors around the house is 
virtually non-existent. But rather than a 
welcome break for awhile our volunteers 
eyes have turned inwards and 
embarked on a number of pressing 
tasks. Slowly room by room we are in 
the process of doing an annual clean of 
the furniture and fittings, conducting a 
stocktake of artifacts and moving 
displays.   

Lithograph of Grafton c1890 

We have recently had a digital copy 
made of the Lithograph of Grafton 

c1890. This was a supplement to the 
Argus newspaper of the time. A copy 
can be produced on good quality paper 
at size AO and laminated if desired for 
the cost of $60. See Page 14 for a 
reproduction of the supplement. 

Open Day 

The museum is still hoping to have an 
open day on the 18th November 2021 in 
celebration of our 90th Anniversary. 

90th Memorabilia 

We plan to have a number of items for 
sale celebrating the Society’s milestone. 
First off the blocks is a  three stamp 
issue showcasing Schaeffer House. 

 Books 

With a little time on our hands we have 
decided to reprint some of our popular 
books—stay tuned for  an update on our 
books for sale in the near future! 

Patroness: Dowager Duchess of Grafton, Patrons: Kevin Hogan MP, Christopher Gulaptis MP, 

Mayor Jim Simmons, Bill & Dot Dougherty. 
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES           
                        (Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson) 

“Arguing with a fool proves there are two.” – Doris M. Smith  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINDA     Researching James Mc Caugherty, 

Information on James, his father James and 

Brother David (1865-1922). 

ROSS.   Asked for directions on how to find the 

Property “Highlands” South Gate Road. His 

Great Grand Father George Whyslaw Finlay 

lived at Highlands about 1860.                                                                                                                                             

DIANE   Asked for information and Photo of 

Abraham Davison, Copmanhurst. 

CHERYL   Stanley Louis Pacholke, any 

information about Stanley living in Yamba. 

ELAINE.   Flood information re 1950’s, family 

lived in Dobie Street and Fry Street.  

TANYA.   Copy of the Daily Examiner 

10/4/1931.  Father born in Grafton and now 

turning 90. 

ROBYN.   Asked for information on Mary Jane 

McBride of Dovedale and Lanark Lodge 

Lawrence. 

DIANNE.    Looking for information on Karl 

Strauss’ and his wife Alice Norman’s German 

Relatives.  Karl born on the Orara River. 

LYNETTE.   Researching Walter Arthur 

Perkins who married Annie Elizabeth May 

Schauman in July 1902.  He was a Baker at 

Ulmarra. 

RUTH.     Researching parents Cyril Page and 

Edith Moore. 

PRUE.     Researching G. G. Grandparents 

Bernard Conaghan born Ireland 1837 and Ellen 

Conaghan (Nee Duggan) born Ireland 1838. 

TRACEY.     Looking for photos of Thomas 

Sheveller arrived Grafton 1851, married Susan 

Hann 1856. 1
st
 Lord Mayor of Grafton 1859 

(Temporarily) then Treasurer. Owned Clarence 

River Stores.  Died 1908. 

PATRICIA.     Researching Bernard Naughton, 

Clarence River 1798, Died 1876.  Mayor of 

Armidale. 

PATRICK       Dates when Vice Regal Studios 

operated in Grafton. (Fitzroy Street) 

KAY.      Alfred Sandeman 1817/19 in Clarence 

Valley area 1840’s.  Died Melbourne 1883.  Is 

he the same Grazier of NSW later Qld? Darling 

Downs to Rockhampton Member of 

Parliament? 

KATHRYN.   Information to establish British 

War Medal for Frank Eric O’Connor of 

Ulmarra. Parents Francis Joseph and Matilda 

Agatha O’Connor.  (Dentist Ulmarra 1915-

1920). 

ERIC.   Looking for information on David Bailey 

and Adelaide Mary Keogh.   Adelaide Born 

Ulmarra 1883, MARRIED David Bailey 

25/6/1900 

MORELLE.    Information on Harry and 

Sarah Deville. Farmers.  Harry Born 

England 1/9/1856, Died Grafton 11/4/1942.  

Sarah. Born England 1855, Died Grafton 

8/10/1931. 

PAUL.     Photo of 1
st
 Scout Hall at the back of 

Ambulance Station in Prince Street, Grafton. 

BEV.    ST. Joseph’s Orphanage and children’s 

home Cowper.  Photos and location in Cowper, 

father was placed there between 1922-1925.   

Robin Walter Wakeling. 

KATHERYN.   Katherine and Daniel Coyle.  
History of 3 great Grandparents buried in 
Grafton.  Came to Australia from Donegal 
Ireland in 1859. 

 

********************** 
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“A witty saying proves nothing.” – Voltaire  

 

                                          JULIA MATTHEWS 

 A Desert Rose 

Julia Matthews (1842-1876), actress, 
was born on 14 December 1842 in 
London, daughter of James Matthews, 
sailor and artificial flower maker, and his 
wife Sarah, née Irviner, music teacher. 
Julia was taught dancing by her mother 
and went with her parents to Sydney, 
where on 28 August 1854 she made her 
début at the Royal Victoria Theatre, 
impersonating Little Pickles in Spoiled 
Child. After some training as a singer 
she joined a light opera company to tour 
the Victorian goldfields. At Beechworth 
she is said to have attracted R. O’Hara 
Burke, soon to be of Burke & Wills 
fame. 

Julia made a most successful entrance 
to the Melbourne stage in the second of 
two plays shown at Coppin’s Olympic 
Theatre on 24 August 1855. In the 
farce Old and Young she impersonated 
four characters of widely diverse 
temperaments: in the first affectionate 
and engaging; in the next boisterous; in 
the third a self-willed young gourmand; 
and an exquisitely provoking precocity 
in the last. Coppin had made a find.  

In October she was Arthur in his 
production King John, playing a difficult 
part with propriety and pathos. By 
January 1856 she had become a 
favourite with Melbourne audiences, 
surpassing herself as the Duke of York 
in a burlesque Richard ye Third. Still 
little more than a child she was said to 
have exhibited surprising versatility, and 
a golden future was predicted. In 1858 
she made a second appearance on the 
goldfields. 

Julia was playing at the Princess 
Theatre in Melbourne in August 1860 
when Burke proposed marriage to her. 

She was then well known as a soprano 
singer 'whose auburn curls and 
charming voice captured his heart'. 
Burke was about to start on his 
disastrous expedition to cross the 
continent. Julia refused him but on 
hearing that the expedition was in 
difficulty she was one of the first to 
approach the Argus to agitate for a 
search party. 

On 17 September 1863 Julia was given 
a benefit by the Melbourne Garrick and 
Orpheus Clubs at the Princess before 
she left for New Zealand. Warmly 
received by a crowded house she was 
presented with an illuminated address 
and a handsome gold bracelet; at the 
end she spoke her lines of farewell, 
specially written for the occasion by W. 
M. Akhurst.  

Julia Matthews 

https://everydaypower.com/voltaire-quotes/
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“The first principle is that you must not fool yourself, and you are the easiest person to 

fool.” – Richard P. Feynman  

   
At Dunedin on 23 April 1864 she 
married her New Zealand manager, 
William Mumford; they had three 
children. 

In 1867 Coppin presented her at 
Sydney's Prince of Wales Theatre for 
her farewell Australian season. With her 
parents and family she left for England 
and on 18 November won distinction as 
the first Australian-trained singer to 
appear at Covent Garden Opera House. 
She played the part of the duchess in an 
English version of Offenbach's La 
Grande-Duchesse de Gerolstein.  

Australian papers reported high tributes 
from the London press but one review 
described her as 'a lady newly-arrived 
from Australia whose vocal powers are 
not at all remarkable but who is lively 
and clever as an actress'. 

The only value that Mumford placed on 
his wife was as 'a machine for grinding 
out golden sovereigns for him to waste 
in drink and debauchery'. She bore with 
his failings till patience wore out and in 
1870 obtained a judicial separation. Her 

father was careful to save sufficient 
money to keep her children from want, 
but he died in 1874, leaving his wife to 
sustain the family while Julia toured 
Europe and America under various 
managers mostly in opéra bouffe.  

She was devoted to her father and 
became a devout Catholic after his 
death. At St Louis, Missouri, she 
contracted a malarial disease and died 
in Mullanphy Hospital on 19 May 1876. 

Legend has it that Julia Matthews was 
one of the main reasons why Robert 
O’Hara Burke signed up for the ill-fated 
expedition he led to the Gulf of 
Carpentaria in 1860–1861.  

Ironically Burke’s statue now stands 
opposite the Princess Theatre, 
Melbourne, where in September 1863, a 
farewell benefit was held for Julia. Her 
career was as ill fated as that of the 
explorer who loved her. 

Her connection with the valley is with 
the Trophy presented to her on the 
occasion of her departure to Europe. 

The Trophy, which ultimately 
ended up in a music house in 
a city in England, the same 
one as where Henry Searle 
was readying to return to 
Australia after a success tour. 

Julia Matthew’s name plate is 
on the back of the trophy and 
Henry Searle’s is on the front. 

This unusual piece of silver 
work, was presented to the 
CRHS by Miss Ellen Lydia 
Searle. 

Julia Matthews Trophy 
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“The world hates change yet it is the only thing that has brought progress.” – Charles F. 

Kettering  

 Highlighting something from the collection  

in this newsletter is an enamel or trinket 

box from the museums Trophy Room. 

A tradition of presentation of these ’boxes’ 

dates back to a period of between 1740 

and 1840. Depictions in those days were 

the Ruling Hanoverians or exiled Stuarts 

with the leading miniaturists of the day 

producing fine examples of the best of this 

type of workmanship of the day. 

Fast track to 1917 when gradings of the 

Order of the British Empire were instituted 

by King George V. The boxes (inside lid) 

were inscribed with the awardees details 

and the award. 

This empire box was presented to 

Frederick J Hall in 1978 on his award of a 

British Empire Medal (BEM).  

The face of the box is described as Queen 

Elizabeth II reflecting the mood and fidelity 

of the occasion and shows the Queen 

resplendent in the apparel of the Sovereign 

of The Most Excellent Order of the British 

Empire. 

Surrounding features include the Imperial 

Crown with Royal plant badges above and 

below—the tudor rose of England, the 

thistle of Scotland, the Welsh daffodil and 

the Irish shamrock together with the Royal 

Oak.  

On the left side is the Royal Standard and 

on the other is Her Majesty’s personal flag 

as the Head of the Commonwealth. 

Each enamel box comes in a satin-lined 

coffret and the museums collection 

includes another box which was presented 

to Frederick Hall and features King George 

V on the front.   

BRITISH EMPIRE BOX 



“Dreams don’t work unless you do.” – John C. Maxwell  
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Matthew friske—first hanging at grafton gaol 

An interesting case of a murder at Coff’s 

Harbour occurring in July of 1885 and 

ending with the first hanging in Grafton is 

detailed below. The source of the story 

being from the Daily Examiner of the 4th 

November 1916. 

Mr. May the C.P.S. at the time (1916) had 

in his possession, cases in which his father, 

then a well known police officer  figured in 

the early days of the colony. This then is an 

account of one of the more serious cases. 

The records of the colony present few 

cases of murder so foul or so treacherously 

committed as that of Mat Matteson, a 

Russian Finn, killed in July 1885, by his 

mate Matthew Friske at Coff’s Harbor (sic), 

a settlement about ninety miles south of the 

Clarence Heads. We are indebted to 

Transit-officer May (whose name was 

prominently before the public as that of the 

constable who effected the arrest of Caffery 

and Penn) for the particulars of the crime. 

The murder was committed on July 29, 

1885, but it was some days before it was 

reported that Matteson was missing. I was 

stationed at Boat Harbor and on receipt of 

the news proceeded in search of him. In 

company with some civilians I went to the 

hut the men occupied and said to Friske, 

“Where is your mate?” He answered, “I 

don’t know; he went that way”, pointing 

northward. I saw some axes in the hut, one 

appeared to have been recently ground 

and there were unmistakable bloodstains 

on the blade. I asked Friske what the stains 

were and he replied “Oh, that is nothing, 

that’s rust”. On the sleeve of a shirt hanging 

on the wall were further stains of blood 

which he accounted for by saying that he 

killed a pig some time previously and the 

blood spurted over him. We (Reynolds and 

myself) took possession of the axe and 

shirt and proceeding went to where a 

stump had been burned down. Mr. Martin, 

one of the party commenced poking in the 

ashes where the stump had been and 

raked out a piece of bone. This was 

enough for me. I went into the hole and 

with a few moments raking in the cinders 

and ashes, got nearly a basketful of human 

bones, parts of a skull, jaw, ribs and legs 

being there. 

He, of course knew nothing of the affair, but 

on the way to the Hotel at the township, I 

heard that a little boy named “Sheppard” 

going home from school had seen a human 

leg and found the limb as described. 

It had been ‘chopped off’ at the knee, and I 

asked Friske what he thought it was. He 

said, “It is like the foot of a man”. When I 

pointed out that it had been chopped off he 

remarked “Well I know nothing about it”. 

We stayed at the hotel at Coff’s Harbor that 

night, Friske being particularly uneasy and 

wakeful. In the morning he was cold and 

shivering and I gave him some brandy. A 

quarter of an hour afterwoods he said to 

me: “Look here, you’re a Christian, and I’ll 

do the square thing. You need not trouble 

any more you’ve got all you can find. I done 

it, I killed Matt. I chopped him down the 

back with that axe you have got”. 

“Matt had done me wrong. He gave me a 

bad cheque, and I was wild with him. If I 
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“Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.” – Confucius  

had not been I would not have killed him.” 

Friske was 70 years of age. His victim was 

23. 

The Trial 

On October 16, 1885, before His Honor 

judge Faucett, Friske was charged with 

feloniously slaying Mat Matteson on July 29, 

at Coff’s Harbor. 

Friske made a statement as follows:  Mat 

had been away and when he came back he 

said that some papers were coming from 

Sydney which I was to sign. I said I had not 

asked for any papers and would not sign 

anything. He then caught me by the throat 

and hit at my head with a stick. It was too 

long and swung him round and I hit him with 

the axe, knocking him into the fire. I tried to 

pull him out, but his arm was fast in the tree 

roots, and I was so scared that I let him 

burn. 

The judge summed up at length in an 

address of an hour’s duration, and after a 

retirement of an hour the jury returned with 

a verdict of ‘Guilty of wilful (sic) murder. 

His Honor after a few words in support of 

the finding of the jury, sentenced Friske to 

death, the formality being; The sentence of 

the Court is that you Matthew Friske, be 

taken from hence to the place from whence 

you came, and on a day to be named by his 

Excellency the Governor and the Executive 

Council, you be taken to the place of 

execution, and there hanged by the neck 

until you are dead, and may the Lord have 

mercy upon your soul. 

Hanged by the neck 

Friske was the first man to be hanged in 

Grafton Gaol. On December 10, 1885, at 

the usual hour (9 o’clock), he walked 

steadily on to the drop, attended by the 

Rev. J.L. Bosworth and without delay was 

blinded by the white cap and  roped into the 

undiscovered country. Though he made no 

actual confession of the crime, he admitted 

the justice of the sentence and died 

penitent. 

Footnote: 

The Grafton Gaol referred to here is the 

second such gaol constructed in Grafton in 

1861 and was located in 

Victoria Street between Duke 

and Prince Streets between the 

new Court House and the Post 

Office 

 Undated photograph of 

the ‘Old Grafton Gaol – 

now Lands Office’, show-

ing the front elevation. 

(Source: NSW State Ar-

chives, NRS-4346-1-

[9/5879B]-1-107) 
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Ramornie  Station: South Aspect -  Mary Tindal 

“Act as if what you do makes a difference. It does.” – William James  

According to historical records a washing 

machine similar in terms of how they work 

today was built by a Thomas Bradford back 

in 1860 in England. Around the same time, 

historians believe that the title of washing 

machine inventor should go to an American 

by the name of William Blackstone. 

Although there is a claim of patents being 

received by two other Americans Hamilton 

Smith and James Kings for similar devices 

in 1858 and 1851 respectively.  

By the 1870s there were some 2,000 

patents issued in America alone for hand 

operated washing machines, so this was a 

very busy time indeed. 

 Mr. Blackstone  fashioned a wooden barrel 

in 1874 which contained soapy water to 

which was added one’s clothes. A shaft 

was located inside the barrel with different 

pegs with which was turned by hand. He 

commenced manufacturing these hand 

driven washing machines and was thus the 

first washing machine manufacturer. 

Prior to this invention, washing was usually 

done by a river, spring or other body of 

water. Metal washboards being utilised and 

prior to that wooden ones were used. 

Another 

method 

was 

boiling 

them in a 

large pot 

or 

cauldron 

and then 

laying 

them on 

a flat 

board 

and 

beating 

them with a 

paddle, 

sometimes 

called a dolly. 

In the evolution of washing machine 

design, the wooden barrels were replaced 

by metal drums and later a company from 

Chicago, the Hurley machine Company 

implemented an electric motor into the 

washing machine. This being from 1908 

onwards. 

Sales of washing machines took off as their 

cost became less and eventually they 

became an essential household appliance. 

The Society’s hand operated Washing 

Machine was believed to have been made 

in the late 1860s and was brought out from 

Europe by an early settlers family by sailing 

ship. It is in very good condition for its age.  

Hand operated washing machine c1860 

Close up of the Society’s hand operated 

washing machine 

A good example of a hand 

operated washing machine from 

the period. 
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“The problem human beings face is not that we aim too high and fail, but that we aim too 

low and succeed.” – Michaelangelo  

Holding pride of place in the War Room 

Maritime Collection is the ship’s bell 

from the SS Induna. Fate was smiling 

on us late last year when word reached 

us via email of the ‘surfacing’, no pun 

intended, of the ship’s bell belonging to 

the SS Induna.  

It was ‘found’ in an opportunity shop in 

Newcastle. An email was sent from the 

local museum which had been advised 

of its new location by an employee of 

the institution. Initially, apparently, the 

Port of Yamba Historical Society was 

contacted and they referred the 

discovery to this Society. 

As with anything these days, life wasn't 

made to be easy and the acquisition of 

the bell was no exception. Delicate 

negotiations occurred over a period of 

some months until finally a few months 

ago an agreement was reached where 

the institution agreed to handover the 

relic.  

Of course we needed to supply a plan of 

how we could visit and collect the bell 

and member Rosemary offered to call in 

whilst she was down in Newcastle 

visiting family. This did not occur due to 

the negotiations being ongoing at the 

time and so we needed a plan B. 

Call Blanchards Haulage, someone said 

they might come to the party or offer a 

reduced rate of transport. Well , we can 

report that Blanchards without hesitation 

offered to have the bell returned to 

Grafton without cost. 

The Newcastle institution agreed to drop 

the bell at Blanchards collection site and  

the following day they called and 

advised that the bell had arrived in 

Grafton! 

A quick trip to Blanchards in Fry Street 

and the SS Induna’s bell made its way 

to its new home a short distance away.  

Of course the bell was rung on entry to 

Schaeffer House as a good luck sign 

and our  considerable maritime 

collection is much the richer now. 

The ss induna bell 

The Society’s President Steve Tranter 

receiving the SS Induna’s Bell from Robert 

Blanchard of Herb Blanchard Haulage. The 

Society wishes to thank Herb Blanchard 

Haulage for their wonderful assistance in 

bringing the bell home to Grafton. Thursday 6
th
 

May 2021 



 CRHS Newsletter No 170                                                                                                   Page 11                                                                                                                            

“Whether you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right.” – Henry Ford  

CAPTAIN IVAN E. LAYTON M.B.E. 

Born in Grafton to Henry Edward and 

Essie Edna Layton on 16th May, 1914, 

he was a brother to Lexie Paine (nee 

Layton). They resided in Alice St. 

Educated at both Grafton Public and 

High Schools his name appears in the 

1929 Graftonian as author (Ivan Layton 

4A) to an article extolling the virtues of a 

teacher, Mr G. A.Thompson, the maths 

master for fourteen years who was 

being promoted as headmaster to 

Gunnedah. 

On leaving school Ivan took a position 

with Mr. Strauss the Jeweler, in Prince 

street as shop assistant. He formed the 

lvan Layton Quartet featuring L. 

Bondfield, Noel Lovell, Flora Ford and 

himself. lvan was an accomplished 

pianist and performed also with a group 

who called themselves ‘The Golliwogs’. 

He became secretary of the Grafton 

High School Old Student’s Union, and 

Scoutmaster of the 2nd Grafton Scout 

Troop and in his association with other 

public organisations, lvan was always 

involved with the annual Jacaranda 

festival. 

It is believed he was on duty at 2GF 

when word came from the BBC that 

Australia was at war. Early in 1939 he 

enlisted as a signaller in the Australia 

Corps of Signals, 2nd A.I.F. 

He was quickly commissioned and saw 

active service in the South West Pacific 

area. 

 

He found himself in the Islands and 

when General Sir Thomas Blamey 

arrived at his unit it was decided that an 

important press conference be held. 

Captain Layton was given the job of 

organising it.  

How well he accomplished a strange 

duty can be 

judged by 

the fact that 

General 

Blamey 

within a 

short time 

had him 

appointed 

as his 

personal 

Staff 

Captain, 

which 

appointment 

he continued to occupy until General 

Blarney’s retirement.  

He then became Personal Staff Captain 

to Major General C. H. Simpson and 

was still in that job when he was finally 

discharged 

The Society is very honoured to have 

several army uniforms of the late 

Captain lvan Layton, together with two 

interesting photographs. The 

photographs are of Lord and Lady 

Mountbatten of Burma and are signed 

by them.. 

General Sir Thomas Blamey 

https://everydaypower.com/henry-ford-quotes/


  
Page 12                                                                                                    CRHS Newsletter No 170 

“Many people have a good aim in life, but for some reason they never pull the trigger.” –

BILL’S  COLUMN 
 
Grafton Yesterday, 

Present day Graftonians have become 
used to Coles Shopping Mall, Shopping 
World, Aldi, but yesterday it was different. 

Take 1950 for instance. Let’s have a look 
at Grafton’s main shopping block-Prince 
Street from Fitzroy to Pound Streets. 

This Block was known as Block 3 and was 
the centre of Grafton’s then Retail and 
Commercial areas. 

The push bike shelters on the plots were 
full of shop worker’s bikes. The 5pm rush 
was one of bikes.  

 

Come for a walk down with me. Eastern 
side. 

We start our trip at Weiley’s Hotel heading 
south. W.J.Weiley licensee. 

Gordon McLachlan Barber & Hairdresser. 

Adam’s Cake Shop 

Langley’s Café. Nick & Jim Langley. 

Hockey Bros. Ladies & Men’s shoes. Alf, 
Colin, & Jack Hockey. 

Snelling Bros. Men’s Wear. Rick & Harry 
Snelling. 

Moran & Cato. Grocers. Len Burns 
Manager. 

 

View of Prince Street, Grafton looking West, taken sometime in 1950. Of note is the bike shelter 

middle right of the picture. 
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The fridge is a perfect example of what’s inside is what matters.  

Brown & Jolly. Furniture. Dudley Pardoe 
Manager. 

Penneys. Chain Store “Penneys save you 
Pounds”. 

Schaeffers. Hardware, Building Materials. 
Carl, Ted, & Harry Schaeffer. 

Murray’s Shoe Store. Arthur Murray. “The 
Busy Bootman”. 

C.W.Holton . Newsagent. Col Holton & 
Edna Beachman. 

Moore’s Silk Store. 

J.L. Donnison. Chemist. John Donnison.  

Harvey Bros. Watch Makers & Jewellers. 
Amy Harvey. 

Arthur Robinson. Real Estate Agent. 

Glynn’s Shoe Store. Pat Glynn. 

Billiard Saloon. Frank Piggott Licensee. 

Milton “Morrie” Morris. Barber. 

Pratt & Schafer Tailors. Roy Pratt & Frank 
Schafer. 

Waratah Café. Nick Andronicus 

O.D. Ward. Chemist. Oscar Ward. 

Mary Plummer. Cake Shop. 

A.M.P. Society. Archie Clark Manager. 

E.S. & A. Bank. George Kemp. Manager. 

Harrison’s Cake Shop & Tea Rooms. 
Monty Harrison Senior. 

McLeod & Sanders. Photographers. Ken 
McLeod & Owen Sanders. 

Vic Strauss. Leather Goods. Travel Bags 
etc. 

W. Strauss. Men’s Wear. Bill Strauss. 

Syer’s. Newsagent. Eric Syer. 

E.H.Strauss. Watchmaker & Jeweller. 
Edgar Strauss. 

Vienna Styles. Ladies Clothing. Mrs. Reich 
& Fred Stratton. 

Graingers. Ray Grainger. Lismore. 
Hardware & Ironmongery. 

This is only the Eastern Side of Prince 
Street. Western side next Issue. 

Regards.  

Bill D. 

                       ************** 

BILL’S  COLUMN (CONtINUed) 

House Displays 

A joint effort by all at the house were two 

wonderful displays featuring Racing and 

Olympic Memorabilia. Unfortunately the house 

was forced 

to close due 

to COVID 

Regulations, 

but a record 

has been 

kept of the 

displays and 

retained for 

future use! 

Pictures to 

the right and 

below show 

a snapshot 

of part of 

both 

displays. 
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Everywhere is within walking distance if you have the time.—Steven Wright. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         FROM THE PRESIDENT 

As I write this note, we find ourselves 

here in NSW in (extended) lockdown 

once again and I don’t know about you 

but I have found time to read more 

books and attend to the ever present 

work in the gardens. The old saying that 

work never stops has never been truer! 

With the museum open for a very short 

few days in January we have had to 

redirect our activities around the house. 

Spring cleaning, rearranging, auditing 

and administrative work continues to be 

the priorities at this time. 

The aim being to have Schaeffer house 

ready for reopening whenever that may 

be. Commensurate with this is the 

revamping of our displays—with a view 

to encouraging revisitations. 

A much deserved thank you is well in 

order to the many volunteers who have 

continued to keep the museum and 

gardens in tip top condition despite the 

current difficulties. I am sure that I speak 

for all of us at Schaeffer House when I 

say I cannot wait until we can socialize 

again 

On behalf of the volunteers and myself I 

extend my best wishes to all and pray 

that you stay safe and well. 

************** 

Lithograph of Grafton c1890 
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100 YEARS AGO 

        Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson 

      Extracts from the Daily Examiner of  August, 1921 

I have an inferiority complex, but it’s not a very good one.  - Steven Wright 

H. HARDING.  JEWELLER. PRINCE STREET 

GRAFTON. Has just landed a stock of highly 

finished ACCORDIONS.  These accordions are 

much superior to what has been procurable 

before. Also, a large stock of PHONOGRAMS 

and GRAMAPHONE RECORDS can be seen 

and heard on the premises. ORGANS and all 

musical Accessories kept in stock.   Watch and 

Jewellery Repairs and Engraving done on the 

premises promptly, no waiting.   Old Jewellery 

re-made into modern style. 

E G POWELL is fast and surely forcing 

Furniture, Bedsteads and Bedding etc. down to 

pre-war prices. Those requiring Furniture will 

do well if they come and inspect our wonderful 

stocks.  We are the Principal Furnishers of the 

Clarence River. Powell’s carry the largest 

assortment of furniture on the Clarence and 

always the cheapest. 

STEVENSON’S STUDIOS, FITZROY STREET.   

The Studios with a reputation our customers 

receive the benefit of advanced photographic 

thought in all classes of photography.  Our 

Wedding Groups are BEST.  Our Photographs 

of Babies are BEST.   WE are charging 7/6 per 

dozen for POST CARDS. Our Maclean Studios 

will be open every Friday. 

DINNER SETS.   Although a woman is swayed 

by colour and design, she must consider the 

practical value as well when buying crockery.  

Here she will find Dinner Services of delightful 

design and colourings that will withstand 

constant use. All are pleasingly priced.  G. 

MCCLYMONT.  Jeweller and Optician.  51 

Prince Street, GRAFTON.  Phone 154. 

J T McKITTRICK, LTD.  GRAFTON AND 

SOUTH GRAFTON.   Brighter Days Sale 

Closes on Saturday.  Here are some prices.  

Men’s Solid Klp Leather BLUCHERS, Plain or 

Nailed, 17/6.  Men’s Tan MILITARY 

COSSACK, Steel Sprigs, Reinforced Heels, 

18/6.   25 Pairs Ladies” Sample SHOES, 

Patent Leather and Patent Satin Calf, and 

Glace Kid, 21/- to 25/-.  Ladies Patent Cavil 

SHOE. Sizes 3 and 4 Only 16/6. 

THE COST OF CLOTHES. Has been almost 

prohibitive of late, and many have somewhat 

cramped themselves in that regards.  

EVERYTHING ‘S ALTERED NOW.    Tweeds 

and materials generally are procurable at much 

lower rates.  Prices and stocks have been alike 

reduced and the latter replaced at today’s lower 

rates.   LEE SUITS the clothes that carry a 

guarantee.   C. LEE THE BUSY DRAPER AND 

TAILOR.   SOUTH GRAFTON.  ‘SELLS FOR 

LESS’ 

BLOW’S PRICES ARE WORTH WHILE 

INSPECTING.  Reliable Goods at Rock Bottom 

Prices.   Here we are offering a few of them.   

LADIES COTTON SLEEVELESS VESTS, Lace 

Fronts, 1/11, 2/9,5/6, 3/9 each.  JAP SILK 

BLOUSES, Hemstitched, Heavy Quality, Only 

8/11 each. NURSES’ APRONS, good quality, 

2/11 each, very special.  MEN’S ALL WOOL 

CASHMERE SOCKS, at 2/11 pair. STRONG 

WORKING TROUSERS, all sizes at 10/6 pair.  

A. M. BLOW, THE BEST VALUE SSTORE, 

Prince Grafton. 

Save Money SALE Buy Now.  SPECIAL 20 

PER CENT REDUCTION OFF ALL 

MERCERY. G. WALSHAM The Men’s Supply 

Store. Prince Street Grafton. 

MRS. A McDONALD, 79 PRINCE STREET 

GRAFTON.  THE HOUSE OF DISTINCTIION.   



                                 Produced by the Clarence River Historical Society 

            190 Fitzroy Street (PO Box 396) GRAFTON NSW 2460  -  Phone: 02 6642 5212 

              Email: clarencehistory@bigpond.com  -  Website: www.clarencehistory.org.au 

 S.S. “BALLINA” 

 S.S. “KALLATINA” 

Newbold -  Mary Tindal 

Jabirus painted by 

Gladys O’Grady  

Corellas - painted by 

Gladys O’Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TITLE PRICE 

Across the Bar, The Story of the Village of Wooli by Hazel Davidson $20.00 

A History of the Clarence River, by Duncan McFarlane $35.00 

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 1: 1839 to 1919 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 2, 1920 to 1989 by Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - with Notes [New Edition] $35.00 

Bawden Lectures - without Notes $20.00 

Bombers over Grafton by Clarence River Historical Society $20.00 

Corn Beef and Damper - Isabel Wilkinson. $35.00 

Early Days On The Clarence  $20.00 

Early Midwives in Grafton and South Grafton by Robyn Higham. $25.00 

Forgotten Country - Isabel Wilkinson $35.00 

Four Legs But No Wheels $35.00 

From Glen Innes to South Grafton: Early Days Along the Old Road by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

From Rivertree to the Sea: Early Days along the Clarence River by Don Peck & Marion Cooney $30.00 

Grafton Floods to 2011 $40.00 

Heritage In Line $25.00 

History of Grafton Hospital $40.00 

Life and Times of Eatonsville by Sheila McLennan. $25.00 

Memories of Southgate Village by Nita Child. $25.00 

Men We Have Met $30.00 

Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road: The Recollections by Sheila McLennan. $45.00 

Pre 1900 Clarence River Pioneer Register published by CRHS Inc. $45.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A4 $30.00 

The Journal of Abner Gray A5 $20.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 1 $35.00 

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 2 $20.00 

The Journal of George Abner Gray $20.00 

The City of Grafton $20.00 

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE MUSEUM 

(Bold denotes new additions). 


