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OFFICE BEARERS
President: Steve Tranter
Vice Presidents: Nita Child & Patricia James
Secretary: Robyn Schaeffer
Treasurer: Anne Ellem
Committee members: Cheryl Barnes, Nita Child,
Suzanne Gibson, Judy Johnson, Rosemary Marshall

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty
Research Officer: Hazel Lawson
Recorder/Librarian: Carole Douch
Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson
Newsletter: Steve Tranter
Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey

Patroness: Dowager Duchess of Grafton, Patrons: Kevin Hogan MP, Christopher Gulaptis MP,
Mayor Jim Simmons, Bill & Dot Dougherty.
Schaeffer House has now re-opened from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday from the start of this month. The Museum is registered as a COVID-19 safe environment with check-ins conducted at the entrances.
Membership fees are due in January each year. Fees remain at $25 for Individuals, Couples or
Families. Be sure to pay fees prior to the AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New
members who join between 1 September and 31 December are deemed to be members up to 31
December of the following year. Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical
Society of $2 or more are tax deductible.

JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE
Annual General Meeting

but now we can substantially increase
that. We will be taking bookings for the
Our Annual General Meeting was held luncheon in July. Guest speaker will be
on Wednesday 24th March and there the former President of the RAHS
were single nominations for each Christine Yeats.
position. All nominees accepted and the
elections were upheld. Office bearers Anzac Day
are as per above. Congratulations to all
The Museum was opened on Anzac Day
Addendum
recently with a gold coin donation entry
fee. The Society also loaned a number
In our Newsletter No. 167 on Page 7, of WWI related items to the Grafton
the
story
of
Sir
Douglas Library for display.
Bader, ended abruptly with the last line
missing. The missing line is “victim of Open Day
friendly fire”
The museum will hold an open day on
Venue for the Society’s 90th Year the 18th November 2021 in celebration
Anniversary
of our 90th Anniversary.
A further update on the Anniversary
Luncheon to be held at 12pm on the
20th November 2021. There is a change
of venue for the day—the luncheon will
now be held at the Racecourse. We
were previously limited to 60 attendees

90th Memorabilia
We plan to have a number of items for
sale celebrating the Society’s milestone.
First off the blocks is a three stamp
issue showcasing Schaeffer House.

Always borrow money from a pessimist. He won’t expect it back!
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES
(Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson)
JUDY Looking for photos of the town of
Moleton, write up in the paper 2000/2015.
Timber mill burnt down 1953.
BRUCE Information on 4 Bacon Street
Grafton.
KYM Looking for information on a family
member who worked for the Grafton
Railway In 1968.
ALLAN What year did Tuesday night
bowls start at Grafton Bowling Club, coordinated by Ken O’Meara.
JOSH Looking for Maps and History on
ferries, Mills, barges and river boats of the
Clarence. Looking for information on the
McDermid Family of South Grafton.

Require digital copies for purpose of
creating an information wall in a local café.
MICHAEL Information on Popular Café.
Mother worked there 1935-1941. Where
was it? When did it close? Who owned it?
DIANE Researching Henry George
Thomas Fordham and Caroline (Reardon)
Fordham, family history in and around
Grafton. Timber related background.
RICHARD Looking for information on
Arthur Joseph Barber Inspector of Police
and resided in Grafton. His father Joseph
Andrew Barber lived in Yamba.

TOM is researching Francis Edwin/Edward
Mc Gurren.

JOHN information on the Mc Demind
Family of South Grafton.

JOAN researching John Philip Jordon wife
1. Catherine Straus. 2. Christina Manning,

WILL Asked about the History of
Bonalbo. Records from West of the Range
Historical Society.

SHIRLEY Looking for information on See
Park.

EMILY Information on Loraine Charleston,
she gave birth to a baby girl “Leonie” on
3/5/1948, believed to be living in Grafton
area in 1980’s.
PATRICK John and Elizabeth Lee farmed
in the Southgate area in 1800’s. Looking
for a photo of the Mallet and trowel used at
the 1932 Golden Jubilee Celebration of
Southgate School.
SHARON. Wishes to buy a copy of each
of the 3 volumes “A History of Coutts
Crossing and Nymboida.” Families Graham
and Hart.
JULIE Photos of Cane plantations in and
around Tyndale and wider Clarence.

VINCENT is researching his father Joseph
Allen Durroux and Mother “Dotty” Daphne
Olive Cowan born 1920’s Died 1970.
JOKARAMA Information on Ludwig
Wilhelm Kirchner and Father Robert K
Kirchner.
ELAINE. Elizabeth Brock married
Abraham Stanley, their son Joseph Thomas
Married Rosanna Robinson. Joseph joined
the Police Force in Gulgong in 1920. Any
information on this family?

JENNY. References to Arthur Ernest
Allison, who became Arthur Ernest Thorley
between birth 1882 and marriage 1909.
Any information on Arthur.

I heard a great joke about amnesia but I forgot it.
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The Australian suffragettes
What’s in a name?

up children from the mutineers of the
Bounty) were given equal rights and
Suffrage (or enfranchisement) refers to
including the right to vote.
the right to vote. A suffragist refers to a
person who campaigned for women's So right from the start of what would be
right to vote by peaceful means. Whilst considered to be local government for
those known as suffragettes refer to the Pitcairn Islanders, women secured
those who were prepared to engage in the above rights.
direct action and civil disobedience to
It should be mentioned here that when
further their cause.
the female descendants of the Bounty
The activities of the movement in mutineers who lived on Pitcairn Island
Australia were largely peaceful, so in (a British Territory) resettled on Norfolk
reality those who campaigned here Island (now an Australian Territory) their
should be referred to as Suffragists.
rights were transferred also.
Colours

Meanwhile in New Zealand and
Did you know that the colours selected Australia we had to wait until 1893 and
to represent the movement both here 1894 (South Australia) respectively for
and abroad were purple, white and voting rights for women.
green in the UK and Australia and Next State granting voting rights was
purple, white and gold in the US.
Western Australia in 1899 with the rest
of the States over the next few years
In Australia and New Zealand
with 1908 in Victoria. Voting rights in
Did you know that the first women to Federal Elections having been granted
have the right to vote in the world were in 1902, the second country to do so.
the islander women on Pitcairn Island in
1838. They appealed to one of the It should be noted that women’s rights
captains on a ship for protection against to stand for Parliament as opposed to
exploitation by some of the whalers on the right to vote, with the exception of
visiting ships. The women and the South Australia (1895) took around 10
leaders of the island at the time, (grown to 20 years longer to be enacted.

Suffragists advertising a meeting (Credit: National Library of Australia)
Hedgehogs, eh? Why can’t they just share the hedge?

CRHS Newsletter No 169

Prominent Women in the Movements

Page 5

a particularly violent and slow journey to
women’s suffrage—more so than their
counterparts in Australia. Agitators for
women’s
suffrage
were
often
criminalised or persecuted for their
actions. Many used aliases to protect
their real identity.

There are a great many women who
were at the forefront of campaigning for
women’s rights here in Australia. Whilst
it is not possible to name all here, the
most (arguably) important women were
Catherine Helen Spence (SA); first
woman to stand in local elections and Many activists, such as Louie Cullen,
commemorated on a special issue of
our five dollar note; Edith Cowan, first
woman elected to an Australian
parliament and Henrietta Dugdale who
initiated the first female suffrage society
in Australia.
In the UK
The British Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU) was founded by
Emmeline Pankhurst in 1903 and
therefore this movement began after the
women had gained the right to vote in a
number of other countries.

In 1906 a British reporter used the word
“suffragette” to mock those fighting for
Lapel badge showing the colours of the
women’s rights. The suffix “-ette” being
movement
used to refer to something small or
diminutive thus seeking to minimise the
were arrested, endured weeks of
value of British suffragists.
imprisonment and went on hunger
Some women in Britain embraced the strikes. Some were force-fed (via tubes
term suffragette as a way of reclaiming it down their nostrils), beaten and publicly
from its original derogatory use. In humiliated by police and male
Some
were
sexually
Australia the term was also used—our observers.
assaulted.
Some,
like
Emily
Davison,
attachment to the “mother” country still
being quite strong. In the United States, even died for their cause. Davison was
however, the term suffragette was seen trampled and killed by a racehorse while
as an offensive term and not embraced protesting on a racetrack during the
running of the 1913 Epsom Derby.
by the suffrage movement.
The women’s suffrage movement was
strong in the United Kingdom, under the
leadership of Emmeline Pankhurst, who
fought hard for change. As they became
known as the suffragettes, they endured

Two well known campaigners for
women’s
rights
were
Florence
Nightingale and Gertrude Lowy who was
imprisoned with hard labour and was
awarded a Hunger Strike Medal in 1912.

Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until they open their mouths.
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STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY—COW AND GIRL
The focal piece of this newsletter is a piece
of a Staffordshire Pottery featuring a Cow
and Girl. It is believed to have been made
around the 1850s. We do not have much
information regarding the piece but can
deduce that it would have been brought out
from England by new settlers to this area.
At some point the owner (handed down)
decided to generously donate the artefact
to the Society.

Markets including overseas ones increased
in the 19th century. With the advent of rail
in the early 1800s a considerable increase
occurred in the pottery business.
Here’s another treasure. I often wondered
about this figurine which I have inherited
from my great grand parents William and
Ann James. It looked similar to one which

As with many artefacts within the museum,
if only they could tell their story! The
Society owns many items of pottery
including a huge Wedgwood collection
donated by past member Colin Jarvis.
Ceramic items take pride of place in
several of the rooms in Schaeffer House
and they bring great interest from visitors of
all ages.
A significant period in English ceramics
centres around North Staffordshire in
England. The abundant availability of clay,
salt, lead and coal led to hundreds of
companies setting up as producers of
ceramics. In the hay day there were 1900
such companies.
Girl with Dog
Child labour was widespread in the industry
until the Scriven’s Report on Child Labour
in 1840. Following the publishing of the has been in the Museum from very early
report in 1843, safety standards & better times. Yes, it matches the cow and girl
working conditions followed for children Staffordshire Pottery.
from that time.
My Great Grand parents bought it with
Major manufacturers included Adams, them from Dorset, They arrived in 1855
Astbury, Davenport, Doulton, Mason, with son Henry, 2 and baby Euphrates born
Podmore, Ridgway, Spode and Wedgwood on the ship “Euphrates”. (Continued on page
to name just a few.
11)
It’s not the fall that kills you. It’s the sudden stop at the end.
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JOHN RAYMOND BROWN-German Creek Murders
German Creek flowed into the
Richmond River 12 kilometres from the
mouth at Ballina. In the patriotic fervour
of the First World War the name was
changed to Reedy Creek and the village
on the creek was called Empire Vale.
However these changes hadn't been
thought of in 1906 when Daniel O'Keefe
had a farm in the vicinity, which he
worked with the help of his wife,
Margaret. He also employed young
itinerant labourers, such as John Brown,
who had been with him for the past four
years, together with another young man,
Patrick Gillick.

Marrickville and then boarded out to a
Mrs. Daly at Rookwood. He remained
there for a few years and when he was
about fourteen was apprenticed to the
O'Keefes for a period of three years and
nine months. He worked for three years
before absconding and was later
arrested in Ballina. He was tried and
sentenced to a Reformatory for six
months. After five days he again ran
away and when caught was sent to an
Enfield poultry farmer for three months
before being sent back to the O'Keefes.
For the next 17 months he worked on
the O'Keefe farm for a salary of 8
The O'Keefes treated their employees shillings per week.
very well although Brown and Gillick did At the age of eighteen Brown was only 5
not always agree with each other. Brown foot 3¾ inches tall and weighed 9 stone.
was poorly educated and was He was of fair complexion with dark
somewhat racist in his outlook. He was brown hair and brown eyes and had a
very much in favour of the current White slight speech impediment. He appeared
Australia policy and was bigoted an unlikely person to commit the crime
towards Chinese and other immigrants. for which he would be hanged. On the
These sentiments were common at the evening of Sunday 15 July 1906 Brown
time but were not necessarily shared by violently stabbed to death the O'Keefes
everyone. The O'Keefes and Gillick and young Patrick Gillick.
were much more tolerant.
Armed with a bludgeon in the form of a
John Raymond Brown was born in Port
Adelaide, South Australia, on 21st
December 1887. By the time he was 8
years old he had evidently become a
Ward of the State in New South Wales.
He was sent to the Paddington State
School and boarded out to a Mrs.
Murray, a music teacher of Drummoyne.
He ran away, was arrested at

sandbag and with a bayonet in his belt,
Brown first approached Mrs. O'Keefe
who seemed startled to see him. He
called on her to "surrender in the name
of the Australian revolution". She called
out for her husband, "Dan, come here!"
Brown made a lunge at her with the
sandbag, which burst and he then drew
his bayonet and stabbed at her.

Thanks for explaining the word “many” to me, it means a lot.
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She in turn struck back at him and her
husband coming to the door tried to hit him
with a gun. Brown stabbed at both of them
and in the process ran Mrs. O'Keefe
through the body and she dropped
immediately to the ground.

Brown's original intention, according to his
police statement, was to rob the O’Keefes
to acquire funds to procure rifles and
ammunition. He alleged he was a member
of a secret society known as the ‘anti-black
labour society’, which had 28 members.
Brown said he intended to arm these men
In the continuing struggle with O'Keefe, and march on Ballina, fortify it and set up a
Brown picked up a brush hook and knocked depot in Lismore. If this failed they intended
him down with it and slashed at his head, to “go bushranging”.
killing him.
This highly unlikely scenario appears to
Brown dragged the body of Mrs. O'Keefe have been a figment of Brown's
into the fowl-yard. Noticing that this left a imagination and led many people to
trail of blood in the grass he wrapped Mr. consider he was insane. The defence did
O'Keefe’s head in a towel before dragging suggest that this was the case however
his body into the orchard. He then went witnesses convinced the jury that Brown
through the house taking all the money he was aware of his actions, admitted killing
three people and intended to kill many
could find and a bottle of schnapps.
more. The jury took thirty five minutes to
Patrick Gillick then came upon the scene reach their verdict and on the 9th October
and Brown threatened him with the brush 1906, Mr. Justice Simpson sentenced John
hook and called upon him to "Surrender in Raymond Brown to be hanged. The
the name of the Australian revolution". execution took place in Grafton Gaol on
Gillick closed upon him and dropping the Tuesday 11th December 1906. Shortly
brush hook Brown drew the bayonet and before this, on the 8th December 1906 the
stabbed Gillick, who cried out, "Oh! Jack following letter was written to the Editor of
you villain", before dropping dead. Brown the Daily Examiner:
wrapped up Gillick's head to mop up the
blood then dragged his body also into the
Dear Sir,
orchard.

O'Keefe's young son Timothy arrived home
soon after and while he was putting the
buggy into the shed Brown came up and
struck him with an axe. After a short
struggle O'Keefe took the axe from Brown
who turned and ran.
Realising his plot had failed and the police
would be sure to capture him Brown walked
to Ballina where he was subsequently
arrested.

Just a few lines asking if you will
send one of your representative to
interview me on Monday
I will give true answers to every
question he likes to put to me about
my life or the German Creek Murder
(as to why and how I did it).

Your etc. the condemned youth
John Raymond Brown.

**************

Every novel is a mystery novel if you never finish it.
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AVELING & PORTER STEAM ROLLER
Patiently passing time in Gordon Wingfield
Park is an Aveling & Porter Steam-roller or
more correctly called a Road-roller.

regarding this particular roller and it appeared
to have had a very busy life notwithstanding a
couple of minor dust ups.

The provenance of this machine is difficult to
determine, there being no serial number on the
roller. There is an alphanumeric marking on the
body as ‘D149’. This could relate to the roller
being a ‘D’ model.

These being that the roller was damaged as it
was lifted from the ship to the wharf at Grafton.
A new part being ordered and it is believed that
this took around three weeks for the part to
arrive (by sea).

Enquiries with other museums have elicited
some information regarding A&P road-rollers
owned by them. The Museum of Applied Arts
and Sciences’ roller bears a marking of
‘D10637, this machine previously having been
owned by Bowral Shire Council. The Puffing
Billy Preservation Society also has a roller
bearing the marking of D11629.

In 1925, the roller was loaned to South Grafton

Further research into the ‘D’ marking located a
reference document of the Lincolnshire County
Council which stated that the ‘D’ designation
was applied to particular Road-rollers made
from 1920.

Grafton City Council’s Road-roller c1960s
Also
of
(Photo credit CRHS Member)
some help is
the marking
Municipal Council and presumably all went well
on the back
until it came to delivering the roller back onto
wheels
of
the north side of the Clarence River. From the
the
RoadDaily Examiner of the day it appears that as
roller in GW
the roller was being driven off the Graftonpark,
this
South Grafton punt it depressed the punt’s
being
ramp.
&
Early (1917) Aveling & Porter ‘Aveling
Porter’ and It is hard to imagine the enormous contribution
Road-roller
‘Rochester’
made by this machine to Grafton and South
from this we can determine the latest date that Grafton road construction.
this machine could have been built. Aveling &
Porter Road-rollers were in much demand Anyone who still lives on a dirt road will not
world-wide and A&P became the worlds largest hesitate to tell you of the discomforts this
manufacturer of steam rollers. As they needed means. Dust through the house, windscreens
a bigger factory, A&P moved in 1923 and damaged and general safety compromised.
therefore the mark ’Rochester’ ceased to be Then how are we to pay our respects to this
used on
A&P rollers
fromSouth
this time.
Ramornie
Station:
Aspect - Mary Tindal
fine machine sitting patiently in GW Park more
Trove provided some interesting facts than likely 100 years old this year?
Treat each day as your last; one day you will be right.
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The other grafton—grafton regis
The ancient village of Grafton Regis is in
the Tove Valley, a few kilometers south
of Northampton. It lies on the road
running from London to the Midlands
and the importance of this road has
ensured the village of a prominent role
in English history.
It was mentioned in the Domesday Book
as Grastone and was the property of the
Abbey of Grestain in Normandy.
The Woodville family lived in the village
since the 11th century and purchased
the manor in 1440. In 1446 King Edward
IV secretly married Elizabeth Woodville.
Their daughter, Elizabeth of York,
married Henry VII and their son, Henry
VIII, often stayed at Woodville Manor.

It was later given to Charles II’s son
Henry Fitzroy by his mistress Barbara
Villiers, Countess of Castlemaine and
later Duchess of Cleveland.
Charles
made
the
grant
"in
consideration of natural love and ·
affection for his natural son". In 1675
Henry was created Duke of Grafton by
the King. He was the most able of all
Charles II children and was described
as "rudely bred, but exceeding
handsome, far exceeding any other of
the king's issue".
The Duke was appointed colonel of the
First Foot Guards, Vice Admiral of
England and Knight of the Garter.

At the age of 27 he was tragically killed
leading his troops ashore at the siege of
Henry loved Grafton for its sports, Cork in 1690.
falconry and fishing and the deer
The grandson of the 3rd Duke of
hunting in the surrounding forest. He
Grafton, Sir Charles Augustus Fitzroy,
acquired the property and built a large
had a distinguished career in the ruling
house, which served as a hunting lodge
of the empire. He was Lieutenant
and a place where he could hold
Governor of Prince Edward Island,
meetings of the Privy Council.
Governor-in-Chief of the Leeward
It was at Grafton in 1529 that Henry VIII Islands and Governor of New South
conducted his interview with Wolsey and Wales. While holding the . latter post he
Cardinal Campeggio before his divorce named a settlement of cedar gatherers
from Catherine of Aragon, which led to on the Clarence River after his
grandfather. It was designated a
the break with the Church of Rome.
municipality in 1859 and became the
Grafton also played host to Elizabeth I City of Grafton in 1885.
and James I.
The other Grafton, Grafton Regis, still
After the Civil War and the Restoration sits peacefully in the valley of the Tove
of Charles II the Crown retained the land River, Northamptonshire, as it has done
around Grafton Regis.
since the Bronze Age.
Worrying works! More than 90 percent of the things I worry about never happen.
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Duke of Edinburgh award
The recent sad news of the death of
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh led us
in Schaeffer House to explore our
connections with the Duke.

adjacent to the grass area in front of the
State Office building. He was rescued
by Mr. Charles Hackett, an employee of
Grafton City Council. It was stated at the
time that Athol had gone down twice
already and if not for Mr. Hackett’s
timely arrival may have gone down one
last time.

Sitting in a display case in the lower
section of the museum alongside other
similar artefacts is a Duke of Edinburgh
Award presented to Athol Smede in
1924.
The Society’s records relating to this
Award are limited and we would like to
appeal to the reader for any further
information that might be out there with
regard to either the Award or Athol
Smede.

STAFFORDSHIRE POTTERY—COW AND
GIRL
(Continued from page 6)

After landing in Sydney in October they
soon sailed again to Grafton and bought 2
acres of land.
William was a brick layer who worked on
the old Gaol and Court House, whilst
clearing the land for a farm.

Athol Smede’s Duke of Edinburgh
Award

Sadly the little baby died in June 1856 and
was buried at the first burial site in Grafton
in Fry Street.

William built the two single brick rooms for
their first home while living in a slab hut. My
Athol was the son of Sergeant Smede of great grandmother survived the hardship.
Grafton Police. He could be considered Did she treasure the “Girl with the Dog”? A
a lucky child as in 1924 he very nearly reminder of another life

drowned whilst swimming near the Patricia James
baths (in those days—in the river
Vice President

I say no to alcohol, it just doesn’t listen.
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BILL’S COLUMN
Hockeys Shoe Store.
If, like me, you have ever bought a pair
of shoes in Grafton , it is most likely that
you bought a pair of Hockey's shoes at
some time in your life.
I am talking of the period 1864-to about
1970.

The Hockey story began in 1862 when
Edmund Hockey came to the Clarence
from England. After a few short years in
Cowper, he moved to Grafton in 1864
and built a large 2 storey store in Prince
Street about where Best & Less now
stands. At the rear of the property was
the factory where the shoes were made.
Some well known family names come
up as workers in that factory-Creighton,
Cranston, Layton. These names were
also men who continued in the boot and
shoe trade as owner operators after
leaving Hockeys.
As a young boy I well remember the
leather scraps that littered the backyard
of the shop where I assume the factory
stood. It is recorded that later when
another building was being erected on
this site that the leather scraps were as
much as 10 feet deep-3 metres in
today's language.

Brothers. Arthur died in 1909 and a
younger brother Jack joined the
partnership.
This arrangement lasted until 1929
when the next generation started in the
firm. First it was Alf 1929, then Jack in
1931 and finally Col in 1933. When Alf,
the father of these boys died in 1946,
they bought out their Uncle Jack, and
continued the Hockey name until there
was only Jack.

Edmund Hockey's Shoe Store in Prince St,
Grafton c1900 (Drawing by Graeme Paine) Framed Portrait

Edmund Hockey took an active interest
in local affairs and served as Mayor in
1881 -82.

Jack traded on his own in smaller
premises on the opposite of Prince
Street until the 1970's when he retired.
And so the Hockey name in Grafton
shoes ended.

It was 1904 when he retired and sold
the business to his sons, Arthur, George
and Alf who went on to trade as Hockey

The Christian names were kept on in
the Hockey family, and it is a bit
confusing when you read one after

Always remember you’re unique, just like everyone else.
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BILL’S COLUMN (CONtINUed)
another. I have fond memories of the
last 3 who were all prominent members
of the Yamba Surf Club. And if I
remember correctly the last of the
previous generation, Uncle Jack, was a
smallish man, who seemed to be
always most correctly dressed in a suit.

goes on "before the bridge was built, we
would take the boots down to the wharf
at the bottom of Prince St. to go to
Clarrie McGowan's shop at South
Grafton. After the bridge was built we
would take boxes of boots over to South
on our bikes."

Jack's grandfather experienced many
floods and kept accurate details of river
heights and depth of water in Prince Sat
-especially the "grand daddy" of floodsthe 1890. After this flood he wrote a
book of "what to do and when", which
the family kept even up to the floods of
the 1960's. Consequently there were
In her publication, Profiles on People, never many losses in the floods.
Mavis McClymont features Jack Hockey
(the last one)-from which story, I have The Hockeys built some of Grafton's
gleaned much of this article. Jack tells finest homes which still stand today
of his days in beginning on the staff at south west corner of Victoria and Queen
Hockeys, 1931, with a wage of 11 Streets, south east corner of Fitzroy and
shillings and ninepence. By my Mary Streets, and the 2 story home calculations that is $1/15. Indeed a very now owned by the Tech College-in
small wage. Perhaps part of the Pound St., opposite the old Gas works.
explanation is 1931-Depression-and
Writing this story has revived many fond
Jack is a junior. Note hours of work-7 in
memories for me and causes me to
the morning until 7 in the evening and
reflect on the wonderful contribution that
on Friday's late shopping night, until
families, like the Hockey’s, did in
10pm. No time much for leisure or
establishing
Grafton's
remarkable
getting into trouble.
history.
Jack goes on "the leather came from
Bill Dougherty.
Sydney, the boots made in Grafton and
we sold them for around 10 bob-$1."
18.5.21.
Through the 1930’s, shoes were not so
popular with young boys, who went
mainly bare foot-may be it was because
of the cost and the Depression. But
most did have a pair of shoes even if
you only wore them to the Grafton
Show.

"My Father opened a branch shop in
Maclean- the goods being sent by boat.
Ernie Barnier was the Manager until we
closed the shop during W/War 2. Jack

**************

Where there’s a will, there’s a relative.
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Well here we are at the end of May where I believe is its rightful place. I am
2021.
referring to the ship’s bell from the SS
As your newly elected President it is Induna.
very fitting for the first order of the day
so to speak, to bring to your attention,
something that you all know well
anyway.
And that is the dedication and
leadership of Pat James our past
President. Her tireless work ethic has
been an inspiration to us all. Whether it
is in the museum, the garden, liaising
with the public, attending to meetings or
to help volunteers Pat is always there.
Albeit that there are many challenges for
us all in the future, our path has been
made much better by Pat’s influence.
This year we are about to celebrate 90
years of preserving local history and I
believe that we have the same passion
now as when the Society came into
being in November of 1931. Evidence of
that passion in that year can be
witnessed by the fact that this Society
became the first Society affiliated with
the Royal Historical Society as well as
being the first rural Historical Society in
New South Wales and one of the
earliest in all of Australia.
It gives me great pleasure to inform you
that late last year our attention was
brought to a donation made to a
opportunity shop in Newcastle. After
months of negotiations, we have been
successful in returning this ‘donation’ to

Postage Stamps featuring Schaeffer House
and celebrating our 90th Anniversary

I am unable to advise the reader as to
how it came to be in Newcastle suffice to
say that on Thursday 6th May I travelled
to Blanchards Haulage in Grafton and
collected the bell.

You will be happy to know that as a
mark of good luck I rang the bell upon
entering Schaeffer House. We can now
rule a line through the Bell’s entry in our
‘Missing’ Register and the bell will be
displayed prominently amongst SS
Induna and other local maritime items.
Worth a visit if you are around this way!
Our thanks to Rick and Robert
Blanchard for bringing the bell home!

I own the world’s worst thesaurus. Not only is it awful, it’s awful.
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100 YEARS AGO
Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson
Extracts from the Daily Examiner of May, 1921

Phenomenal rain swept the Clarence
Valley between Friday and Monday,
Grafton received 1777 points many
reports came from the surrounding
districts of farms suffering hardships
more distressing than any known since
the big floods in 1893.

from 10am to 9pm tomorrow (Sunday)
provided the steam punt is not running.
If the punt resumes service, the Gladys
Phelps will only run the usual week- end
service. J C BROWNE, Proprietor.

Will the man who was seen taking a can
of Kerosene from my residence during
the recent flood return same to save
further trouble, as he is well- known, and
he can have the empty tin he left behind.
M. P. O’GRADY, Swan Creek

Parts of South Grafton were under water
and families removed to places of safety.
One fatality occurred on the Clarence
the victim being John Wingfield who had
been assisting a party to remove stock
FAREWELL TO Mr, MENZIES. During
at Ulmarra. The low- lying country at the
the meeting, Mr Menzies arrived at the
back of Grafton was all under water and
Town Hall and stated that his successor,
several streets were flooded.
Mr Moriarty had been instructed to
There was a landslip at the 5-mile tunnel assist the Council in all possible ways of
(Grafton-Glenreagh Line) and the line getting rid of the flood water.
was blocked. The line was also washed
Ald. Doberer took the opportunity of
away at a spot between Glenreagh and
extending to Mr. Menzies the thanks of
the tunnel and on the other side of the
the Citizens of Grafton for his fine and
second tunnel.
efficient service as Chief fireman at the
ST.
JOSEPH’S
ORPHANAGE Grafton Fire Brigade. He also extended
COWPER.
a welcome to Mr. Moriarty. Mr Menzies
The sisters of Mercy thank sincerely Mr. briefly responded.
John Dixon, proprietor of the “Ibis” for a 25 POUND REWARD. Will be paid for
gift of 5 pound, being the boats takings information leading to the conviction of
during the days of the late threatened persons laying cyanide on Gordon
flood.
Brook Station. After this date all

FERRY SERVICE.
The SS GLADY’S opossum snares and shooters will be
PHELPS will ply between South Grafton prosecuted. The Manager of Gordon
and Grafton till 11 o’clock tonight, and Brook Station. 1/5/21.

I just wrote a book on reverse psychology – don’t buy it!

BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM THE MUSEUM
(Bold denotes new additions).

TITLE

PRICE

Across the Bar, The Story of the Village of Wooli by Hazel Davidson

$20.00

A History of the Clarence River, by Duncan McFarlane

$35.00

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 1: 1839 to 1919 by Isabel Wilkinson.

$35.00

A Place by the River, 150 Years of Tabulum History, Part 2, 1920 to 1989 by Isabel Wilkinson.

$35.00

Bawden Lectures - with Notes [New Edition]

$35.00

Bawden Lectures - without Notes

$20.00

Bombers over Grafton by Clarence River Historical Society

$20.00

Corn Beef and Damper - Isabel Wilkinson.

$35.00

Jabirus painted by

Early Days On The Clarence

$20.00

Early Midwives in Grafton and South Grafton by Robyn Higham.
Gladys
O’Grady
S.S. “BALLINA”

$25.00

Forgotten Country - Isabel Wilkinson

$35.00

Four Legs But No Wheels

$35.00

From Glen Innes to South Grafton: Early Days Along the Old Road by Sheila McLennan.

$25.00

From Rivertree to the Sea: Early Days along the Clarence River by Don Peck & Marion Cooney

$30.00

Grafton Floods to 2011

$40.00

Heritage In Line

$25.00

History of Grafton Hospital

$40.00

Life and Times of Eatonsville by Sheila McLennan.

$25.00

Memories of Southgate Village by Nita Child.

$25.00

Men We Have Met

$30.00

Old Grafton to Glen Innes Road: The Recollections by Sheila McLennan.

$45.00

Pre 1900 Clarence River Pioneer Register published by CRHS Inc.

$45.00

The Journal of Abner Gray A4

$30.00

The Journal of Abner Gray A5

$20.00

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 1

$35.00

That’s What They Taught Me (When I went to school) Part 2

$20.00

The Journal of George Abner Gray
S.S.
“KALLATINA”

$20.00

The City of Grafton

$20.00

Corellas - painted by
Gladys O’Grady

Newbold - Mary Tindal
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