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OFFICE BEARERS
President: Patricia James
Vice Presidents: Leone Roberts & Nita Child
Secretary: Ruth Heawood
Treasurer: Anne Ellem
Committee members: Cheryl Barnes, Suzanne
Gibson, Judy Johnson, Bruce Wicks

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty
Research Officer: Hazel Lawson
Recorder/Librarian: Roz Palmer
Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson
Newsletter: Ruth Heawood
Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey

Patrons: Mavis Robertson, Bill and Dot Dougherty
Schaeffer House is open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday .
The Research Room is open from 9.00am to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only.
Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical Society of $2 or more are tax deductible.
MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE IN BY JANUARY 31 EACH YEAR. Be sure to pay fees prior to the
AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New members who join between 1 September and
31 December are deemed to be members up to 31 December of the following year.

JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE
TRIBUTE TO ROZ PALMER
It is with great regret that we say farewell to our
esteemed Librarian who is leaving us at the
end of the year. She has conscientiously
served for 21 years as recorder of all donations
to the Society. Thank you Roz for your cheerful
dedication and help over the years. We hope
you will still join us whenever possible.
TRIBUTE TO RUTH HEAWOOD
Although only serving for six years, Ruth
stepped into the job of Secretary, Newsletter
Editor when our President Frank Mack had to
resign suddenly in 2014. She was very efficient
as Secretary and her many newsletters were
produced so well, with great attention to detail.
Ruth will be replaced by Stephen Tranter who
is very busy and helping in so many ways in
the Museum and Research Department.
SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday 26 January 2021, we will be
celebrating Australia Day by having damper,
scones, tea and coffee in the grounds of

Schaeffer House for volunteers and the public
(for a small fee of course!) Everyone is
welcome!
ANOTHER SAVE THE DATE!
Next year is the Society’s 90th and to mark the
occasion we will be holding an open day on
Thursday 18th November 2021 and a luncheon
for Members at the Grafton Services Club
starting at 12pm on 20th November 2021
bookings and payment ($30) for the luncheon
to Suzanne by June 30. Cost may change
closer to the date.
THANK YOU A big thank must go out to
Dennis Pye who did a wonderful job on our
large mirror now over the mantle piece in the
Drawing Room. Another big thank you to John
Elder of Elders Pest Control for his assistance
recently.
Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year!
The museum will be re-opening on 19 January
2021

——————————————————————————————————————————
"Happiness is a perfume which you cannot pour on someone without getting some on yourself."
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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FROM THE PRESIDENT
This is a time of looking back and
looking forward! We are conscious of
the changing circumstances which
overtook us in 2019 and 2020. Firstly
the horror of the burning bush, loss of
life and property. Then the uncertainty
and fear of COVID-19 which is happily
diminishing but has changed our daily
lives and expectations.
**************

Special thanks to Ruth Heawood who
hands over the job of Secretary and
Newsletter Editor for the past six years
to Stephen Tranter.
We are grateful for your dedication and
help especially in producing those
quality newsletters, Ruth.
**************

I would like to pay tribute to Mavis
Robertson a Life Member who passed
on just after her 97th birthday in
October. She was a mentor to many
people, especially me and had so much
knowledge and experience. Her great
love of gardening and flowers led her to
decorate the Museum every Tuesday
with flowers from her garden. Previous
newsletters show her with prize winning
blooms. Schaeffer House garden can be
a memorial to her, just as the Azalea
**************
garden reminds us of Beryl Slade’s
Volunteering is the way many people contribution. In the next newsletter in
find great satisfaction and a sense of the 2021 we will have the wonderful story of
recognition of one another's’ skills. her immense contribution not only to the
Respect is another outcome as we are Society but also to Grafton.
aware of one another’s personalities and
needs.
**************
We find ‘support’ is the result of social If you would like to volunteer, please call
interactions when volunteers meet and us or call in.
get to know one another.
**************
**************
REMINDER
We can take nothing for granted and
must develop within ourselves the
means of coping day by day as our
circumstances change. History reveals
how others lived through good time and
hardships. We can learn so much from
our ancestors, as we face our own
challenges. One way of lifting our spirits
is by giving ourselves in order to help
others.

As we finish the year 2020 we can be
proud of the progress we have made,
thanks to the volunteers. Next year 2021
we celebrate 90 years since the
formation of the Historical Society. We
are preparing for an exciting year as we
introduce the Museum on a FaceBook
Page prepared by Stephen Tranter.

Membership fees for 2021 are due prior
to the Annual General Meeting.
**************
We wish all our readers and their
families a very Happy Christmas and an
exciting New Year.

The farther backward you can look, the farther forward you are likely to see.
Winston Churchill
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RESEARCH ENQUIRIES
(Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson)
STELLA. Was looking for an article in The
Daily Examiner during 70-80’s on Graeme
Wilson, Kikuyu Grass seed. And cultivator
Named Whittet.

**************
FRANK. Was researching William Forster
1840, owned Geergarrow Station, Colonial
Secretary NSW.

**************
DEBRA. Researching First Fleeter Thomas
Small and building of the sloop “Susan”

**************
STEPHEN. Looking for information on
William Arthur Taylor. Harwood Ferry mid
1880’s.

**************
PETER. Wanted information on Edward
Thomas McCoy, details of life before WW1,
details of life after WW1. Details of family life
circa late 1800’s to 1910.

**************
ROBIN. Researching Hugh William Ellis,
Captain of Coastal Traders between Sydney
and the Clarence in 1840’s to 1850’s.

**************
ALLEN. Researching Margaret Eleanor
Anderson Born London 1879, married (1)
Beckford S Hookewin (2) Thomas Martin.

**************
RACHEAL. Wanted to know the history of
property 1377Gwyder Highway, Ramornie.

**************
RAY. Looking for information on Elizabeth
Kelly Born at Southgate Clarence River

1880/81. married George Ison at Longreach
1917, 2 children Alfred George and Lillian Iris.

**************
CODY. Is researching Mary Ann Enders
Married Henry Smithers 1862. Her Heritage,
background Aboriginality, Known by any other
names.

**************
MARIA
Information on Stewarts of
Tyndale and Grafton. Jack (John Bruno) Buist.
Photos of South Grafton and Grafton High
Schools.

**************
GAIL. Researching Charles Richard
Williams. Early map of South Grafton showing
property “Summer Hill” on Rush forth Road,
South Grafton, also neighbouring property
called “Water view” owned by Mr. Faulks,
Charles’ married Ruby Faulks.

**************
JIM Looking for information on Edward W
Graham, lived in Grafton in 1880’s owned a
gun shop, also in NSW Colonial Forces.
Fought in Sudan 1885. Born about 1846,
brother A. E. Graham.

**************
ZEPLIN Is looking for the date and place of
birth of Honora Annie Bourne/Byrne. She
married Thomas Ward a convict on 13/8/1931.
Lived at Nymboida.

**************
ROB & ROS. Are researching Alfred Cotton
Born June 1829 at Sackville Reach, moved to
the Clarence about 1874. He farmed at
Sportsman Creek Lawrence and Alumy Creek.

———————————————————————————————————————————
“An economist is an expert who will know tomorrow why the things he predicted yesterday
didn't happen today”. Laurence J. Peter
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THE JACARANDA QUILT
The front cover for this issue of our
newsletter features a quilt given to the
Society last month.
On Wednesday 23rd of November we
had the great pleasure of welcoming a
fellow Graftonian, Lexie Cassmatis. The
purpose of her visit was to present to the
Society a wonderful quilt featuring many
activities and organisations of Grafton.
Here then is an extract of the speech
made by Helen Condoleon’s sister.
I firstly would like to thank the Clarence
River Historical Society and President
Pat James for the gathering here this
morning and the manner in which we
have been welcomed. Thank you very
much to all concerned.
This is about my sister Helen
Condoleon, nee Langley whose life led
her from Grafton, to live in Greece from
1971 until her death in 2016. She
divided her years there with winters in
Athens and summers on the magic
island of Kythera from where our
parents came.
It is also, or more, about the unique
friendship shared and enjoyed, indeed
cherished, by a group of about 8 girls
beginning in early school days, primary
school in fact so these girls were very
young children.
Each girl went separate ways, as
happens in life. But the bond held strong
and sincere throughout their lives and
until death for some of them.
One of the group, Jennifer Gully, nee
Croswell, made for Helen, a quilt. I was
present when it was revealed and
without exception all in the room shed a
tear. So powerful the emotion this work
of love symbolised for the group. The
quilt of course went with Helen to
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Greece.
The quilt tells the story of Grafton—Its
Jacaranda heritage, school days of
Grafton Public and Grafton High School,
the school uniforms are portrayed in
miniature and even a visit to the show is
remembered!
It is fitting for my late sister, Helen, to
bequeath this, her treasured quilt into
the care of the society for safe keeping
and preservation.
Her family were passionate for her
wishes to be realised, and I made the
promise to them that I would personally
deliver it.
In closing, may I be permitted my own
reflections and tribute to Grafton and its
people. Wherever one may roam the
water of the might Clarence River flows
in our veins and the spirit of jacaranda
remains always. The Grafton bond is
strong, as proven by my sister Helen
and her lifelong friends.
So it is with humble honour, on behalf of
all in the family, I do this for my sister
Helen and pass this gift to President Pat
James and the Clarence River Historical
Society. George Castrios, Enid Benett
and Stella Wilson were also present.

Presentation of the quilt to the Society
———————————————————————————————————————————
“Did you ever notice how difficult it is to argue with someone who is not obsessed with being
right?” Wayne Dyer
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN 80TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY
As the United Kingdom celebrates the
80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain
this year it is interesting to look into
the connection that the valley has with
the UK with respect to this particular
battle.

DL. In 1976 he received a Knight
Bachelor in the Queens birthday list for
“services to disabled people”. In 1982
before he died he set the Douglas
Bader Foundation to help the disabled.
The Foundation continues to this day.

It was in 1956 when the city of Grafton
welcomed WWII Ace Douglas Bader
and his wife. This photograph is
believed to show the Mayor of Grafton
City Council and his wife welcoming Mr.
and Mrs. Bader at one of the events in
the celebration of our iconic Jacaranda
Festival. The photograph was taken in
Market Square either shortly before or
after Mr.
Bader was
officially welcomed on the
stage. The Society has
another photograph of the
occasion
showing
Mr.
Bader standing on the
stage and before a large
crowd of school children
and adults. At some time
after this event the parties
proceeded to one of the
parks in which Mrs. Bader
was invited to ceremonially
plant a tree, looked on by
her husband.

Douglas Bader is one of the Royal Air
Force's most famous pilots and his
story has inspired countless people in
many different ways. He possessed
many of the qualities that might be
expected of a fighter pilot, especially
determination to succeed in difficult
circumstances and the ability to lead
and inspire others. Bader has been

It is believed that large
crowds gathered at the
many locations visited at
Mayor W.L. Bowtell, his wife and Mr. & Mrs
the time and evidence of this can
D. Bader
be seen in the accompanying
described
as
"determined
and
photograph.
dogmatic", "fearless and always eager
The life story of this remarkable man is for a challenge" and "intensely loyal to
testament to his character. He finished the causes he cared about and to his
his military career in the Royal Air friends".
Force as a Group Captain Sir Douglas
Bader KBE DSO and Bar DFC and Bar In 1939 he applied to re-join the
You can tell a lot about a person by the way they handle three things: a rainy day, lost luggage
and tangled Christmas tree lights. Maya Angelou
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BATTLE OF BRITAIN 80TH YEAR
ANNIVERSARY continued
RAF. He easily passed tests at the
Central Flying School and then
undertook a refresher course before
joining No.19 Squadron in February
1940 at Duxford. Here he first flew the
Supermarine
Spitfire,
undertaking
convoy patrols but without seeing
action. A posting to No. 222 Squadron,
also at Duxford, brought action over
Dunkirk in June 1940 and on the 24th he
was promoted to squadron leader and
given command of No. 242 Squadron at
Coltishall.
The squadron had suffered heavy
casualties in the Battle of France and
morale was low. Bader immediately
transformed his unit, concentrating on
improving his pilots' flying, teamwork
and confidence. The Squadron's first
major success came on 30 August when
they claimed 12 enemy aircraft, of which
Bader shot down two. As the Battle of
Britain progressed Bader led larger
formations, with 242 and other
squadrons forming the Duxford Wing. By
the end of 1940 Bader's squadron had
shot down 67 enemy aircraft, for the
loss of only five pilots killed in action. In
March 1941 Bader left 242 and was
promoted to lead the fighter wing based
at Tangmere.
The RAF now mounted daylight raids on

occupied Europe, with bombers
escorted by large numbers of
fighters, to draw German
fighters up to be attacked.
Bader's score rose to 20
confirmed as destroyed (plus
two shared) but on 8 August he
was forced to bale out of his
Spitfire. He recorded in his log
book "Shot down 1 Me 109F &
collided with another. POW" but
opinions vary, and a more
recent investigation suggests
that he may have been the
FOOTNOTE

As a footnote to this story, the
idea of notable visitors planting
trees around Grafton came from a
Grafton City Council meeting on
the 16th of April 1951 where Alderman E.H. Chataway proposed
that each notable visitor to Grafton would be asked to plant a
tree.
As examples of this he suggested
that a church dignitary would be
asked to plant a tree near the
Christ Church Cathedral and
Captain Taylor (of flying boat
fame) would be asked to plant a
tree somewhere near the river.
This then ensure that not only
would trees be planted but they
would assume a special significance and meaning

———————————————————————————————————————————
“If you think you are too small to be effective, you have never been in bed with a
mosquito." Bette Reese
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The Bawden Family
A copy of a drawing of a beautiful young
girl was published in a recent newsletter.
She is nameless but believed to be one
of the daughters of Mr. Thomas Bawden
MLA. It was hidden behind a
photograph of Thomas Bawden laying
the foundation stone for the Grafton
Public School in 1871.

married Elizabeth. Thomas worked hard
for the whole district and was involved in
every part of life, especially political. He
ran an auctioneering business and was
a fluent speaker being elected to the
Legistlative Assembly in 1869. One of
the projects he undertook was the
building of the Bawden Bridge across
the Orara River. He was Mayor for some
years and served on many committees
e.g. Clarence P & A Society and the
Steam Navigation.

We cannot be certain but we believe
that this is one of six daughters and five
sons born to Thomas and Elizabeth Ann He was a trustee of the Grafton School
Hindmarsh.
of Arts and President for many years. In
June 1886
he
delivered
the first of
three
lectures on
the
early
days
of
settlement
of
the
Clarence.
The
late
R.C. Law
added
explanatory
notes
to
“The
Bawden
Lectures”
which is on
Thomas Bowden c1904
sale at the
Society.
The unidentified young girl.

Thomas came with his parents William
and Mary Hosking from Pembroke in
Wales in 1839. William an engineer
decided to come overland to the “New
Settlement” at Grafton and took up land
from Alumy Creek to the river. Sadly he
drowned in the river in 1841. Thomas
and his mother moved to live and work
at Gordon Brook. His mother educated
him. He became an auctioneer and

Many other areas in which he served
were the public School Board, Deputy
Sheriff, a founder member of Masonic
Palmerston
Lodge,
Oddfellow,
Manchester
Unit,
Susan
Island
Recreation Reserve, various building
societies, Clarence River Jockey Club,
Inspector of Stock, and a member of the
local Aboriginal Board. He was a warden
of Christ Church and took a keen
interest in church matters.

——————————————————————————————————————————-“Middle age is when you can still do everything you used to do - but you decide you'll do it tomorrow.” Dr. Tom Haggai
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He died in May 1897 a few months after his wife’s death.
One of his sons Mr. Dobie Bawden was also a Mayor of Grafton and he later
moved to Mudgee and was given his father’s watch. It was lost but later found and
returned to Grafton.
It was purchased by subscription, raised
at a public meeting on January 4, 1858
and presented to “Mr. Thos Bawden for
his energy in preventing the separation
of the Clarence and Richmond Districts
from NSW to Queensland.
This
watch
was
found
during
excavations for a new building at
Mudgee. It was given to the Mudgee
Historical Society, cleaned, restored and
presented to Clarence River Historical
Society. His was a great contribution to
the Clarence and surrounding areas.
Thomas Bawden’s Fob Watch

There were six daughters and five sons.
The sons were William, Edward,
Thomas, Dobie and Cedric.

The daughters were Elizabeth Martha (b17Jan1857), Jean Anne (b18Jul1858),
Mary Grace (b1860), Mabel Williams (b27Jan1868), Lillian Joanna (b1869), Daisy
Warne (b15Sep1870), Muriel Connor (b1880).
As this sketch was found beneath the photo of Thomas Bawden laying the
foundation stone for the present Public School in 1871, it seems probable that the
photo was put in the frame on top of the sketch. Elizabeth being the first born was
a special child and she would have been 13—14 years of age when the photo was
taken. Sadly the sketch is neither named or signed, so
we will always wonder!
If it is Elizabeth, she was a very interesting lady who was
a very capable pianist and organist. Her love of sport was
well known. She was a champion tennis player and a
foundation member of the Grafton Golf Club. She played
incidental music on the piano when her father delivered
the Bawden Lectures. She was organist for many years
at Christ Church Cathedral and hand worked beautiful
linen and lace clothes for the Cathedral. Elizabeth was
highly respected as were all members of the Bawden
family.
On the following page is a very interesting photograph of
the Bawden family at the boarding house “Trefusis”

Mrs. Ann Bowden

A study of economics usually reveals that the best time to buy anything is last year. Marty Allen
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‘Trefusis’ Boarding House—riverside verandah.
Back Row: Left to Right—1. Shelley, 2. C.W.
Sabine, 4. A.E. Taylor, 5. Hudson, 6. Thomas
Bawden.
Front Row: Left to Right—1. Wood, 2. Mrs
Sabine (nee Muriel Bowden), 3. Miss Hosking
Bawden, 4. Miss Polly Bawden, 5. R. Dobie
Bawden.
ILUMINATED ADDRESSES
The history of illuminated addresses in this
country dates back to the mid 19th century and continued into the early 20th century As physical
manifestations of Victorian and immediate post-Victorian and early modern identity, illuminated
addresses were decorative, commemorative objects presented to people for significant achievements through public ceremony.
The addresses ranged from
fairly amateur productions to
highly sophisticated illustration
techniques and calligraphy.
They were, at their best, an art
form in themselves.
The Society has a large collection of illuminated addresses of
which this is one notable one.
Mr. W. O’Logan the Dobie
Street Ferryman was alerted
by one of three young girls of
the difficulties of the other two
girls whilst swimming in the
Clarence near the ferry..

They had apparently gotten
into deep water and were floundering. Without a moments notice he dived in and being a strong
swimmer and despite being fully clothed was able to get the girls back to solid ground. By
chance he had saved the younger brother of these two girls almost a week back. This address
together with a bronze medal were awarded to Mr. O’Logan for saving the three lives. The Royal
Shipwreck relief & Humane Society of NSW was formed 1877 following the wreck of the Yarra
Yarra at the entrance to Newcastle Harbour. All hands were lost (18 souls) and the resultant
plight of the widows and orphaned children led to the formation of this society—to assist in future
such disasters. The Society underwent a number of name changes and royal was bestowed by
assent in 1902 (King Edward VII), with a name change to the Royal Humane Society in 1968
(Queen Elizabeth II) to align the Society with other Commonwealth countries.
———————————————————————————————————————————
A bank is a place that will lend you money if you can prove that you don't need it. Bob Hope
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On Shade Shelter and Ornamental Trees in the Grafton Streets.—H.A.
Volckers (from a letter written by Mr. volkers c1903)
It is thirty five years ago since the first five trees were planted in Victoria and Prince Streets
around the School of Arts. They consisted of five native evergreen trees of Casternospermum
Australis (Bean trees).
The Council erected the enclosures (very substantial ones). The posts of some of them have
served their purpose till this day. Most of them were made and erected by Mr. Laman, a builder in
those times. The first trees of the street were supplied by Messrs. T. Bawden, Fisher, Meillon and
Donaldson of those times.
The same year a few corner trees were planted in the principal streets. Next year the Government
planted trees in front of the Court House and Gaol from Duke Street to Prince Street and from the
latter to the NCSN wharf
The Municipal Council decided that only evergreen trees consisting of Camphor Laurel, Pittosporum, Red Cedar, Silky Oaks, Bunya and Hoop pines be planted alternately.
There was at that time considerable objection to planting and such remarks as “ we cleared the
trees of the scrub and you plant them again”. I used to listen now and again when planting
them—some prophesised bad accidents.
Those times are past. Most of the enclosures have been removed. People have learned to value
the cool shade of a Camphor Laurel, Bean, Cedar, Plane or Pittosporum in front of their premises.
Where would the Bagmen go at this time if they had not the shady places they occupy now and
the country visitors who come in their vehicles to shop, to see the Doctor, the Lawyer or accountant or go to the Hotels or transact any business? Their first lookout is for a shady tree to take the
horse and their buggy and sulky. What would our City of Grafton be like if the trees were not
there? People by this time have learned to value, one might say, the necessity of trees to shade
and keep the streets cool.
Of later years, instead of objections to planting the people apply to the Council for enclosures and
a large number of trees have been and are planted at the peoples’ expense.
Grafton, being celebrated as the Northern City of wide streets with its numerous shade trees,
which at the present time are coming in bloom., look their best. It might interest readers of this to
learn more about them. I have just been round about to see how many in each street have been
planted, making remarks on them generally and any other I may notice at the same time.
This then was the Letter from Mr. Volkers on Grafton’s trees 1903. He died in 1911 leaving a legacy of Grafton the City of Trees. As climate warming progresses the presence of trees becomes
more vital to our well-being.
Congratulation to our gardeners, Kerrie Quinn, Rosemary Marshall and Jenny who take such
pride and interest in the upkeep of our gardens around Schaeffer House. Visitors and passers-by
often say how they appreciate our work and comment on particular plants or enquire about our
native bees. Kevin Watson from the Mens Shed has kindly built a new trellis at the side of the
house to hide our bins and support a climbing vine
You cannot be anything if you want to be everything. Solomon Schechter
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BILL’S COLUMN
COLIN MARSDEN POLLACK

1909-1957.

As I reflected on a suitable subject for this
publication, my mind was still on
Parlimentarians as in the 2 previous issues-Bill
Weiley and
Gordon
Wingfield. In
that frame of
mind I came
across Alf
Pollack, State
Member 192731. As I
thought 1931
was a bit
beyond the
memory of our
readers, I
“moved” on to
his son Colin
Pollack, a
Colin Marsden Pollack
mighty man,
fondly remembered by many Graftonians.
However, although I knew him well, I needed to
check some of the finer details of his fulsome
life. This took me to the old Daily Examiners
and to his son Andrew. Reading the Examiner’s
report of his funeral service I noticed there
were over 70 organisations listed as being
represented. How I am going to do justice to
this man in a short summary? If ever there was
a man born to serve his community it was Colin
Pollack.

down the legal practice in Sydney which his
father had opened during his term in
Parliament. Alf Pollack had died suddenly in
Sydney in 1931.
After Mr. Collins death in 1939, C.M. Pollack
carried on the practice on his own until 1953
when Mr. E.S. Greening was admitted to the
firm. The Pollack name remained in the firm
long after Mr. Pollack’s death and is there to
this day. C.M. Pollack’s ability and skill earned
him a wide reputation in the legal world and his
services were much in demand-especially in
the Court room. He had a reputation for his
remarkable capacity to grasp detail and a deep
knowledge of case law.
However it was in his public life that many
people recognised him in the many
organisations which benefited from his
leadership. One of these was the Clarence
Pastoral and Agricultural Society where, after
many years on the executive he became
President in 1954. In his many years as senior
Vice President he imparted to the Society much
of his administrative skill, especially in the ring
events. He was also chairman of the Grafton
showground Trustees.
Colin Pollack was also secretary of the North
and North-West Better Communications
League from 1934. The League was finally
successful in the construction of the highway
from Grafton to Glen Innes. This organisation
pressed strongly for the development of the
Iluka deep sea port and were heartened when
the Government proclaimed the Clarence
Harbour Works Act of 1950. Alas! Still no deep
sea port.

Educated at Grafton High School-my Mother
was a class mate- Colin had no hesitation in
following his Father into a legal career. He was
Another of Mr. Pollack’s successful
admitted as a Solicitor of the Supreme Court of administrative efforts was his chairmanship of
NSW in March 1932 and joined Mr. Collins in
the Memorial Baths Executive. This
the Grafton firm of which his late Father had
organisation was established to build a modern
been a partner. Accepting responsibility at an
swimming pool as a memorial to the cubs who
early age, one of his sad duties was to close
———————————————————————————————————————————
A smile is a curve that sets everything straight." Phyllis Diller
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lost their lives in the boating tragedy in
December 1943. Over $16,000 was quickly
raised due to a tremendous amount of work by
the Chairman. One of the prime fund raisers
was a rodeo at the Grafton Showground which
gained the support of General Douglas
MacArthur, Commander in Chief of the SouthWest Pacific Forces during the war against
Japan. General MacArthur sent Lieut. Frank
Ryan to Grafton to assist in the preparations,
and then sent Colonel Dillon to represent him
on the day which raised over $3,000.
Mr. Pollack made a remarkable contribution to
the tourist development to the area. His interest
began before World War 2 when he was
elected President of the Woolgoolga Beach and
Lake Trustees who were appointed to control
the reserve. He then became foundation
President of the Mid-North Coast Tourist
Authority. As well, he was most active in the
Jacaranda Festival, senior Vice President and
organiser of the community concert in Market
Square which used to be a highlight of the
Festival.
Mr. Pollack was a Director of the Grafton Daily
Examiner Board and chairman of the local
advisory committee of the Federal Match Co.
which established a factory in Grafton and
many timber plantations in the late 40’s and
early 50’s.
Mr. Pollack was honorary solicitor for a large
number of charitable and benevolent
organisations. His great assistance to the first
Board of Management of the Grafton District
Services Club was recognised by his being
elected as the Club’s first life member.

Page 13
gifted sportsman representing Clarence River
Rugby League as a 2nd row forward--a very
good swimmer with The Grafton Amateur
Swimming Club, member of the Yamba Surf
club, and later vice patron of the Woolgoolga
Surf Club.
Colin Pollack came from a family of 5 sisters
and 1 brother. At the time of his death he was
survived by his wife, Joan, since deceased, his
daughter Lyn, since deceased and his son
Andrew. Another son, the first born, Graeme
Marsden had died 1 day after his birth. Andrew
has become well known in Grafton, opening
and conducting a pharmacy with his wife,
Ingrid, for many years. He also took a
prominent role as a player and later referee in
Rugby Union circles.
As a final tribute, one can surely state that Colin
Marsden Pollack, although dying at the age of
48, lived a full life, a life of service.

W.M. Dougherty O.A.M.
1.12.20.
Congratulations to our Gardiners, Kerrie
Quinn, Rosemary Marshall and Jenny who
take such pride and interest in the upkeep of
our gardens around Schaeffer House. Visitors
and Passers-by often say how they appreciate
our work and comment on particular plants or
enquire about our native bees. Kevin Watson
from the Mens Shed has kindly built a new
trellis at the side of the house to hide our bins
and support a climbing vine. (Trellis painted by
Rosemary, Vicki and Andrew).

Horse racing was his chief interest away from
his many legal life and civic activities, being a
member of the committees of both Clarence
River Jockey Club and the South Grafton
Jockey Club. He raced a few horses and acted
as honorary announcer at many of the race
meetings.
In his younger days Colin was a keen and
—————————————————————–——————————————————————
Being rich is having money; being wealthy is having time. Margaret Bonnano
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Links to Norfolk Island—The Norfolk Island Hibiscus
As our Jacaranda trees lose their lavender beauty,
another tree at Schaeffer House is in full bloom with
pink flowers buzzing with bees. The tree was planted at the time of the building of Schaeffer House
120 years ago in 1900 – 1901. The tree has grown
to an immense height, a symbol of the enduring
power of history. On the other side of the house is a
Norfolk Island water purifier given to the Society
many years ago and thought to have been brought
from Victoria. The water purifier was made by convicts on Norfolk Island. It is one of many exported
from the Island to households in the new settlements of Tasmania, Victoria and N.S.W. The special sandstone was only found at Cemetery Bay on
Norfolk Island. The convict sign v can still be seen
on the top of the sandstone. Other markings have
worn away. Water from a well or creek was
The Society’s Drip-Stone
poured in the top and pure filtered water collected
beneath, safe for drinking. If only the Drip Stone could speak.

Heritage buildings on Norfolk Island from the Lookout.
————————————————————————————————————————————
I don't have a funny bone in my body; now I know why my surgeon's bills are so high.
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100 YEARS AGO
Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson
Extracts from the Daily Examiner of November, 1920

Mr. S G Davey has tendered his resignation as
secretary and engineer to Grafton Water Board,
and at the next meeting will resign as Town
Clerk and engineer for the Municipality. For the
present he declines to disclose his future
movements.

**************
NYMBOIDA HYDRO ELECTRICITY. In
Company with Mr Flemming an inspection was
made of the third section of the Nymboida
tunnel. The leading bulkhead will not present
any insuperable difficulty in the matter of the
tunnel work for the scheme being entered upon.

**************
ORDINARY MEETING OF GRAFTON
COUNCIL. A letter was received from Mr
George Mc Clymont, stating the Town Clock
required an overhaul and offering to do the work
for 5 pounds. Deferred until after the New Year.

**************
The Copmanhurst Shire Clerk wrote that it had
been reported to his Council that the noxious
weeds (Scotch Thistles) were growing in Prince
Street within 40 chains of the common
boundary areas. The Engineer explained that
the work of clearing the thistles was being
attended to.

**************

orchestra. Lovers of music come and hear a
treat, Lovers of Dancing come and Jazz under
summer conditions. Hear Walter Jamieson sing
“After your gone”. Refreshments on the Island.
John Fahey. Hon. Secretary.

**************
AN OPEN-AIR PICTURE SHOW will be held in
the Vicarage Grounds Grafton on Tuesday
Evening 7th December 1920, specially selected
pictures. Proceeds in aid Boy’s Hostel. Grafton.
Prices 1/- and 6d (no Tax). G Irving Scott,
organiser.

**************
Order your Christmas Suit now and avoid
disappointment, Trousers from 21/-, Suits from
84/- made to measure: - BRAYS SELECT
TALOURING. Note change of address, 81
Victoria Street Grafton. Front of Butter Factory.
After December 1, I cannot guarantee to
complete any orders for Xmas.

**************
Don’t forget the Carr’s Creek Hall Social
tomorrow night Wednesday. The floor is
perfect, and music up to date. Gents 2/- Ladies
Provide. Come one Come All.

**************
THE MARBLE BAR Grafton will be pleased to
meet you and service you with its high-quality
goods of sundaes, Ice Cream Sodas with all
fruit flavours, Parfaits and Light refreshments.

CONCERT AND JAZZ EXCURSON. Tuesday
next November 23. 1920, under the auspices of
the South Grafton Rowing Club. FAVOURITE
LEAVES GRAFTON 7.45pm SOUTH
REMINDER
GRAFTON 8pm. For an hours’ fun on the river,
Membership fees are
returning to Susan Island at 9pm where a
due prior to the Annucombined concert and Jazz will be held in the
al General Meeting.
pavilion. Special engagement of a first-class
———————————————————————————————————————————
A smile is an inexpensive way to change your looks. Charles Gordy
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