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                                       Patrons: Mavis Robertson, Bill & Dot Dougherty 

Schaeffer House is open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday.           
The Research Room is open from 9.00am to 3.00pm on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only. 

Please note that donations to Clarence River Historical Society of $2 or more are tax deductible. 

 President: Patricia James 

Vice Presidents: Leoné Roberts & Nita Child  

Secretary: Ruth Heawood  

Treasurer: Anne Ellem 

Committee members:  Cheryl Barnes, Suzanne 
Gibson, Judy Johnson, Bruce Wicks 

              OFFICE BEARERS 

Public Officer: Bill Dougherty 

Research Officer: Hazel Lawson 

Recorder/Librarian: Roz Palmer 

Roster Clerk: Suzanne Gibson 

Newsletter: Ruth Heawood 

Hon. Solicitor: Joe Fahey 

                                     JOTTINGS FROM THE HOUSE       

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE DUE IN BY JANUARY 31 EACH YEAR. Be sure to pay fees prior to 
the AGM in March if voting rights are to be retained. New members who join between 1 
September and 31 December are deemed to be members up to 31 December of the following 
year.   

                      Be careful when you follow the masses. Sometimes the “m” is silent.                             

Because of COVID 19, Schaeffer House 
is still closed to the general public. 
Some of our volunteers have been 
coming in to look after the house and do 
some necessary tasks. It will be good 
when we can eventually get back to 
normal. 
   ****************** 

Also because of COVID 19, the Annual 
General Meeting, which was scheduled 
for earlier this year, could not be held. 
As a result new Office Bearers could not 
be elected. This means that the current 
office bearers will continue until we can 
hold our AGM hopefully next March. 

   ******************* 

We extend our sympathy to Nita Child, 
Vice President of CRHS, and keen 
researcher, on the death of her 
husband, and our friend, Rex, who was 
also a member of CRHS. 

                      ******************* 

People are still sending in research 
requests, so Hazel Lawson our 

Research Officer, and Robyn Schaeffer, 
her assistant, are getting the research 
done. Our only income at present 
comes from Research, Membership 
fees and Book sales. 

  ******************   

Sheila McLennan has been busy writing 
a new book, “The Recollections: Old 
Grafton to Glen Innes Road”. The book 
is available from the South Grafton Post 
Office and from Schaeffer House. Sheila 
wishes to acknowledge the assistance 
with her books which she receives from 
John Johnson. He is a great help to her 
especially with the photographs and the 
layout of the books. 

 

Vicki Beith has been doing a great job 
re-organising all the reference books 
into categories so that information is 
more easily accessible. Robyn 
Schaeffer has been assisting her. Vicki 
is also an expert at repairing old 
damaged books. Many thanks, Vicki. 
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                             I looked up my family tree and found out I was the sap.         

  RESEARCH ENQUIRIES 

(Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson) 
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Inside me there’s a thin man trying to get out. I sedate him with 2 or 3 little cakes.          

Ramornie Homestead 

I 

 
 

Following the transfer of nursing education to the tertiary sector in 1986 she 
changed her career direction to nursing administration and was appointed 
Deputy Director of Nursing, remaining in this position for 12 years. 

In 1988 she became the Director of Nursing and retired in 2002 having 
completed nearly 40 years at Grafton Base Hospital. 

 
NIGHTINGALE — Her Influence Australian  

Australia. It is also in the year of  the COVID -19 Global 
Pandemic that we 
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                                   My favourite machine at the gym is the vending machine.                        

 
been pasted all over the walls of her apartment to try to hide the bed bugs, and rats were in 

abundance in the apartment She bought herself a little English terrier which soon mastered the 

biggest rats! Osburn felt she had something to look forward to when she returned to her 

apartment at the end of each day as the dog used to wait which for his mistress and his delight 

knew no bounds when she arrived home to her solitary confinement. 

However, the House Committee would listen to anything against her and excelled itself in sadism 

and rank interference towards Osburn. It considered it a luxury not to be afforded to a nurse and 

she was ordered to part with the little dog. Then all the rats came back! Being the kind and loving 

person, she was she forgave the people of this committee and in a letter to them replied that in all 

probability many of them wouldn't know what solitude was when the majority of them would have 

had a houseful of children and other appliances. 

The nursing system she was trying to introduce was weakened by interference. A manager had 

been appointed before she arrived so she did not have full control to ensure cleanliness for the 

dirty, vermin-infested wards under her control. It was that they did not want a woman in full control 

Interestingly this was happening at Grafton Base Hospital in later years when the committee was 

trying to introduce a system of nurse training and most committee members were not in favour of 

female nurses. 

Fortunately, with strong support from Henry Parkes and other influential friends, Lucy Osburn 

survived investigations and public enquiries into her 

administration and she took full control of the institution. She 

progressively dismissed the male attendants (wardsmen) and 

replaced them with female nurses. Each year there was 

praiseworthy recognition of her work and the changes she 

made became visible with the Sydney Infirmary growing. 

When Lucy Osburn and the 5 Nightingale sisters came 

ashore at Sydney it could never have been established what 

future influence and lasting impact it would have on the 

profession of nursing in Australia. She was a wise, 

determined reformer who adapted and grafted the Nightingale 

system of nursing to an existing destitute service in Australia. 

Up to this time Grafton Hospital, established in 1863, had                 

untrained people caring for patients and managing the 

hospital for 20 years. In the early 1880's the hospital 

committee decided to introduce a system of nursing involving 

trained nursing staff. Letters were sent to the various Lady 

Superintendents of the metropolitan hospitals requesting 

advice on how they could implement such a system. Lucy 

Osburn was one of these ladies and she replied with helpful 

suggestions. Her letter of reply is included in my book on the history of Grafton Hospital which is 

 

 

 

 

Lucy Osburn, who brought the 

Nightingale Method of Nursing to 

Australia 



By the time a man realises his father is right, he has a son who thinks he’s wrong. 
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                                             available at the Clarence River Historical Society. She was also able to supply the country 

hospital with nurses who could take the position of Matron. Our first Matron at Grafton Hospital, 

Miss Read, came from the Sydney Hospital and one of the first nurses to come to our hospital, a 

nurse Moran, came recommended by Miss Osburn. 

It was remarkable women like Lucy Osburn who were nurses in the latter part of the 19th 

Century and who established the renowned reputation of the Australian nurse. It was from 1880 

to the end of the Century that many outstanding women entered the nursing schools in all the 

colonies. They excelled in their work and many of these women were to dominate the nursing 

service for the next 20 to 40 years, leaving imprints on their styles.. 

Ellen (Nellie) Julia Gould 

In this important year of 2020 we need to pay tribute to another remarkable and famous English 

lady and Australian nurse who also had ties with Grafton and 

Grafton Hospital. She was Miss Ellen (Nellie) Gould. She and her 

half sister Emily arrived in Australia from London in 1884. They had 

a first cousin, Fanny Penrose who resided at Yulgilbar and together 

with her husband were the managers of the famous Yulgilbar 

Station. Emily was a governess to the Penrose girls at the Station 

and later in life lived in Fry Street 

A year after arriving in Australia Nellie trained as a nurse at Royal 

Prince Alfred Hospital in Sydney for 2 years. In 1891 she became 

Matron of the prestigious Sydney Hospital resigning in 1898. By far 

one of her most meritorious contributions began when she was 

asked in February 1899 to help form the Army Nursing Service, and 

became one of Australia’s first Boer war nurses. She was founding 

member of the Australian Trained Nurses Association (ATNA) and 

also organized the Army Nursing Service Reserve in NSW. 

Her experience in the Boer war gave Matron Nellie Gould and her second in charge Julia 

Bligh .Johnston invaluable knowledge and understanding to be able to lead Australia's first 

contingent of nurses bound for Europe in World War 1. They boarded the Euripides as part of the 

First Australian Imperial Force (AIF) contingent but what they were about to encounter no 

previous experience could have prepared them for. 

Nellie Gould was asked to commission 2 Australian General Hospital (2AGH) in Cairo. She took 

charge over the ninety-six Australian nurses on 20 January 1915 and within 24 hours Nellie 

Gould and her nurses had to prepare for the influx ,of casualties which followed the first landing 

in Gallipoli. One of her nurses recorded that they admitted over 100 wounded soldiers that first 

day. 
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Why does someone spend a year writing a book? He can buy one for a few dollars.         

At the time of her service in World War 1 Nellie Gould was in her fifties and in 1918, aged 57 

years, was appointed matron of 1 Australian Auxiliary Hospital (AAH), a convalescent hospital of 

500 beds at Harefield, England where Australian casualties of the Somme were convalesced 

before being transported home. 

During her voyage home the Armistice was declared on 11 November 1918 and on arrival home 

to Australia, by this stage her health poor, Nellie Gould was unfit to take up nursing duties again. 

Records indicate that Nellie Gould visited the Grafton Hospital on one occasion in 1913 and 

carried out oral examinations which were the practice then for the finalist nurses. She was 

awarded 7 decorations for her substantial service over the years.  

It makes us proud to know that this remarkable lady is part of our history in Grafton and her 
standards have left their mark on generations of Australian nurses 

GRAFTON BASE HOSPITAL 

Grafton Hospital started in 1863. For 20 years it was the only hospital between Brisbane and 

Newcastle. It became a training hospital having been awarded base hospital status in 1943. The 

first nurse had graduated from the hospital in 1904. 

It is now a level 3 hospital catering for over 13,000 patients per year. At the hospital there is: An 

Intensive Care Unit; Coronary Care Unit; Emergency Dept General Medical Ward; Hospital in the 

Home; Medical Imaging; Occupational Therapy Children; Paediatric Ward; Pathology Unit; 

Renal Unit: Surgical Services; Women's Care Unit 

At present a new wing is being built. Some of the above units have been moved in and more will 

be moved as the building is finished. 

Grafton Base Hospital is a wonderful hospital for a town of Grafton's size. 

Nurses at Grafton Hospital in 1910. 

**************************** 
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I always wanted to be somebody. Now I realise I should have been more specific. 

THE END OF AN ERA: CLOSURE OF THE 

OLD GRAFTON GAOL 

This gaol was the third to be built to serve the 

town of Grafton. The first was established in 

1862 and a second one was built but did not 

have the right number of cells. The permanent 

structure as show below was not established 

until after a competition was held. Sydney 

architect, Henry Austin Wiltshire won the 

competition. 

The gaol was built by the Holloway Bros. It is 

made of brick, with sandstone trim and 

terracotta tiles. It was proclaimed on 

September 8 1893, and prisoners were 

transferred to the facility in November 1893. 

By 1924, the gaol had been reclassified as a 

maximum security prison but reverted to 

medium security by about 1945. After 1942 

Grafton Gaol was being used to house the 

most intractable prisoners. 

From 1893 to 1991 it was know as Grafton 

Gaol and from 1992 to 2012 it was known as 

Grafton Correctional Service. 

The gaol was added to the New South Wales 

Heritage Register on April 2 1999. 

The gaol was closed on August 5 2020. 

VIOLINS—A FAMILY TRADITION 

Recently Father Paul Pidcock from the Marist 

Community at Hunters Hill donated to 

Schaeffer House the wooden pattern from 

which a violin could be made. It was brought to 

Schaeffer House by Roger Green. 

Father Pidcock’s grandfather, Thomas 

Pidcock, although not a violinist, loved violin 

music and at the age of 18 he began making 

violins. He continued to make violins until he 

was 80 years of age. 

In 1978, Mavis McClymont interviewed Kevin 

Pidcock. He 

spoke of the 

various skills 

required to 

make a 

handmade 

violin and the 

amount of 

fine chisel 

work which 

had to be 

done in 

shaping the 

belly of a 

violin. 

His father 

had worked with improvised tools which he 

fashioned in his Casino Sawmill workshop. 

“My father was a very humble man about his 

violin making” Kevin said. “His reward was his 

love of hearing them played.” 

Thomas Pidcock’s children all played the violin 

and all the violins that they played were made 

by him. 

Kevin Pidcock acquired the skills needed in 

restoring violins, thus carrying on the family 

tradition. 
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       Thomas Higham 

 

                             How come you never see a headline like, “Psychic wins a Lottery.”? 

 

Now, you’ve heard of blokes who’ll have a go at any job around, 

Be it working up a ladder or shovelling coal down on the ground. 

“Jack of all Trades” they call it or just a bloke who’ll have a go, 

And if you want to hear about, ask Rex Child ‘cause he should know’. 

 

Now apart from being the Prime Minister, the Governor or the King, 

I can confidently say that he has done most other things. 

It doesn't necessarily mean that he is specially slick, 

It means that he is hopeless and they keep giving him the flick. 

 

Born at Runneymeade Hospital, Clarence and Doris his Mum and Dad, 

He grew up around Coaldale, just a typical country lad. 

He went to school at Coaldale, Lismore Boys and Grafton High. 

Then he went to seek his fortune, aspiration in his eye. 

 

He started chopping logs and girders and stacking them in rows,  

He must have been all right for he's still got most of his toes.  

Other ventures called and Rex gave away the logs, 

Reading electricity metres while dodging householders and dogs. 

 

He's also driven a taxi and worked at making beer, 

And with tractor and a slasher, kept the roadway edges clear.  

He’s grown the sweetest melons and crops of sugar cane. 

He’s ridden in the campdraft and carted cattle down the lane. 

 

In his many occupations, Rex has travelled far and wide, 

He's even done some time down on the Snowy River side. 

He's looked for oil and gas on the land and out at sea,  

But he reckons that the Clarence Valley is the place to be. 

 

Rex has an artistic side and this came to the fore, 

When, with his Dad he plays accordion for the dancers on the floor. 

As a Master of Ceremonies Rex could control how things were run. 

And he could get out on the dance floor and show how it was done. 

 

In public spirit Rex would put his hand up for the cause, 

He's even been a helper for the fat man, (Santa Claus) 
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     Captain Cook 

        At Captain Cook’s Ball 

and 1881. 

a

 

   

 

 

 

 

The safe way to double your money is to fold it over once and put it in your pocket.                
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              Be careful about reading health books. You may die of a misprint—Mark Twain.                     

 

Mum’s 

 their lives to. As far as Dad  was 

concerned, it was the best place on earth and that  

      

war         
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                                                         BILL’S COLUMN 

If life was fair, Elvis would be alive and all impersonators would be dead. 
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He who smiles when things go wrong has thought of someone to blame. 

 

     

  

 Gordon Wingfield 



                                                From the president 
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100 YEARS AGO 
        Compiled by our Research Officer, Hazel Lawson 

          Extracts from the Daily Examiner of May 1920 
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 S.S. “BALLINA” 

 S.S. “KALLATINA” 

Newbold -  Mary Tindal 

Jabirus painted by 

Gladys O’Grady  

Corellas - painted by 

Gladys O’Grady 

“Prentice House” 

                                             The Entrance to Grafton Base Hospital 

                                 


